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February 16, 2012                      VOLUME 2: Winter 
 

Principal's Message 
 

Dear Yardville Heights Family, 

Winter has been so mild, but we still need to be prepared for harsh weather. 

On inclement weather days, if you do not receive a phone call, please tune into the 

radio, HTV, or call our school bulletin board at 631- 4171 and press prompt #5 to see 

if there is a delayed opening or school closing. Please do not rely strictly on the 

School Messenger system. Also, please review the school calendar that was provided 

at the beginning of the school year to see how a snow day will be made up at a future 

date. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Our second Kindergarten registration will be Thursday, March 15
th
. If you 

know of a neighbor who has a child who will be of school age, please ask them to 

contact our school to make an appointment for Kindergarten Registration.  

Just a reminder, if you borrow money from the office for lunch, please pay it 

back the following day. There is limited funding available and we need to have money 

available for students the following day. 

Parent-Teacher conferences will be February 21
st
 through the 24

th
. These will 

be one-session days, with students being dismissed at 1:15 p.m. Please make sure your 

child knows the dismissal procedure for those days. If the dismissal procedure will be 

different, please write a note to indicate the change to the classroom teacher. 

During Parent-Teacher conferences, please come to the all purpose room to 

review Science Fair Projects and check out the Scholastic Book Fair.  

On February 21
st
 students in Grades K thru 2 will have individual pictures 

taken. On February 23
rd

 students in Grades 3 thru 5 will have individual and club 

photographs taken. 

February 27
th
 thru March 2

nd
 is Read across America Week. We have many 

fun, literacy-based activities planned for your child that week. I recommend you take 

the time to sit down and share a good book with your child in celebration.  

As a reminder, please call our school nurse at 631- 4171 prompt #3 when your 

child will be absent. Also, for your child's safety, please cross him or her at the 

crosswalk in the morning and after school. Please do not park or drop off students in 

the crosswalk or bus zone. Again, we just want to keep our students safe. 

There are many exciting events planned for the second half of the school year. 

To keep updated on the great things happening at Yardville Heights School, please 

review YHSPTA.com and our monthly calendars. We are looking forward to your 

participation at these exciting events! 

 

Sincerely, 

      Barbara Antonelli,  

Principal 

Don't Forget! 
 School Closed for President's Day: Feb. 20

th
  

 1:15 p.m. Dismissal: Feb. 21
st
 – 24

th
  

 1:15 p.m. Dismissal: Mar. 22
nd

  

 School Closed for Spring Break: Apr. 6
th

 – 13
th

  

 1:15 p.m. Dismissal: Apr. 17
th

  

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 Wii Mardi Gras Dance 

Party: Feb. 17
th

 6:30 p.m. 

 Book Fair: Feb. 17
th

 – 24th 

 Parent-Teacher Conferences:  

Feb. 21
st
 – Feb 24

th
 

 Pasta Night: Feb. 21
st
  

5:30-7:30 p.m. 

 Picture Day: Feb. 21
st
 (K-2

nd
) 

 Book Fair Family Craft 

Night: Feb. 23
rd

 5:30 p.m. 

 Picture Day: Feb. 23
rd

 (3
rd

-5
th

) 

 PTA Movie Night: Mar. 2
nd

 

6:30 p.m. 

 The Amazing Race YHS:  

Mar. 5
th

 6 p.m. 

 PTA Meeting: Mar. 13
th
  

6 p.m. Open to All Members 

 YHS Night at Rosa's:  

Mar. 27
th

  

 PTA Meeting: Apr.17
th

  

6 p.m. Open to All Members 

 YHS Night at Cheeburger 

Cheeburger: Apr. 24
th

 

 NJASK Testing:  

Apr. 30
th

-May 11
th

  

 PTA Meeting: May 8
th

  

6 p.m. Open to All Members 

 Teacher Appreciation Week: 

May 7
th

-11
th

  

 Spring Concert: May 15
th

  

7 p.m. 

 Field Day: May 15
th

  

 PTA Meeting & Elections: 

May 15
th

 7 p.m.  

Open to All Members 

 Variety Show: May 17th 

 

Spirit Wear Days 
 Pajama Day: Feb. 22

nd
  

 Mad Hat Day: Mar. 16
th

  

 YHS Colors: Mar. 23
rd

  
 YHS Colors: Apr. 20

th
  

 Safari Day: Apr. 27
th

  

 YHS Colors: May. 11
th  

http://yhspta.com/
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PTA President's Message 

The PTA has had a great year so far! We've had a few very well attended family events in January, including Ice 

skating and the Trenton Titans Hockey Game. We have a few more coming up with tomorrow's Wii Dance party that was 

a great hit last year, next week's Scholastic Book Fair, Pasta Night next Tuesday, our final movie night of the year on 

Friday, March 2, and the Amazing Race coming up on Monday, March 5. Please keep an eye out for flyers going home 

announcing these events. Our fundraising is also going well, with Gertrude Hawk kicking off our Spring Fundraiser this 

week. We're so thankful for the support of the entire school community. The PTA is only as strong as the members in the 

community, so thank you! 

Keep in mind this is an election year for the PTA. If you or anyone you know would like to be on the PTA board 

for the next 2 years, please email the Nominating Committee at YHSPTA.nomcom2013@gmail.com or put a note in the 

Nominating Committee Box in the school lobby. If you'd like more information on any of the positions, or what they 

involve, you can find more information on our website at YHSPTA.com or on the bulletin board in the school's main 

office. 

Finally, I'd like to congratulate Virginia Diaz, 1
st
 Vice President, for winning second place in New Jersey for our 

PTA Website, as well as this newsletter. This is the second year in a row our newsletter has won a NJPTA award, last year 

winning first place. This is the first year our website has been recognized. Congratulations to Virginia and everyone who 

helped contribute to these successes. 

Thank you for your continued support of YHS PTA! 

Jill Nixon, PTA President 

PTA Reflections Winners 

 Eight Yardville Heights students' entries were sent to represent the school at the Mercer County 

Reflections Contest. This year's theme was "Diversity means…" Winning entries were displayed for the 

school community at the December PTA Movie Night and Holiday Shop. Four YHS students' entries were 

selected to represent Mercer County at the state contest. Congratulations to all participants for a job well done! 

 

2011-2012 YHS PTA Reflections Winners: 

Photography 

Gage Storer, Giuseppe Pierleonardi, DJ Kelvy 

Literature 

Carmela Rubino, Macie Middleton, Nicole Obiukwu 

Film 

Liam Simonelli, Leif Simonelli 
 

2011-2012 NJPTA Reflections Winners: 

Photography 

Gage Storer, DJ Kelvy 

Film 

Liam Simonelli, Leif Simonelli 

 

YHS PTA Website & Newsletter Honored 
I am very pleased to announce that both the YHS PTA website and 

newsletter have been awarded second place honors by the NJPTA for the 2010-2011 

school year. I would like to thank Jill Morales, Kirk Corless, and Robert Diaz II for 

their help on the website committee over the past several years.  

As editor of this newsletter since 2009, I'd like to take this opportunity to 

thank those who have helped on the newsletter committee: Robert Diaz II, Kris 

Kuczynski, Heather Gibbs, our PTA president Jill Nixon, our previous PTA president 

Annette Werts, our staff liaison Leslie Fuller, our principal Barbara Antonelli, and the rest of the staff at YHS. Go Team! 

 

       Virginia Diaz, 

       YHS PTA Website Maintainer, Newsletter Editor 

 

Fifth Grade Committee would like to give a BIG thank you to the Philly Pretzel Factory and its owners Jack 

and Bob for our Fifth Grade pretzel fundraisers. Their pretzels are always Hot and Fresh!  
 

Philly Pretzel Factory 

691 US Highway 130 Suite B, 

Robbinsville, NJ 08691 

(609) 585-5551 

mailto:YHSPTA.nomcom2013@gmail.com
http://yhspta.com/
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News from the Staff 

 

Guidance  

During the week of 2/13/12-2/17/12 we recognized Random Acts of Kindness Week. The students 

and staff gave each other "pats on the back", were "caught" being kind and celebrated our friendships. In 

honor of this, I would like to share the following writing on the qualities of a true friend. 

 

 True friends are good companions, people you enjoy doing things with, but they are also people you just 

enjoying being with. It doesn't matter what you are doing as long as you are together. 

 True friends find the time to be with you on happy occasions, but they also make the time to be with you 

in times of sadness. 

 True friends know a lot about you; but they also really know you. 

 True friends have seen you at your best, and also at your worst. 

 True friends will always forgive you because they value the friendship far more than whatever it is you 

did to make them angry. 

 True friends are on your side and, when you need them, they are at your side. 

 True friends want the best for you, bring the best out of you, and expect the best from you. 

 

Mrs. Espenhorst, School Counselor  

 

Nurse's Corner 
PROBLEM: PINKEYE 

 

Pinkeye, or conjunctivitis, is irritation, inflammation, and redness of the clear membranes covering 

the whites of the eyes and inner part of the eyelid. It is a common condition that is rarely serious and 

unlikely to cause long-term eye or vision damage if promptly detected and treated appropriately. There are 

four types of pinkeye and only two types are contagious. The contagious types are caused either by a virus or bacteria and 

are spread by coughing and sneezing, direct contact with eye discharge, and contact with places where someone has left 

those germs such as a hand towel, doorknob, or computer keyboard. 
If pinkeye is caused by bacteria, it is treated with antibiotic eye drops and is contagious until 24 hours after 

treatment is begun. Bacterial Conjunctivitis has a thick yellow-green discharge that re-collects after being wiped away, 

and is more common in children under age 2.  
Pinkeye in individuals over the age of 2 is usually viral, and symptoms include watery eye discharge, a sensation 

that there is something gritty in the eye, and an overwhelming itchy, burning feeling. The infected person is contagious 

until symptoms are gone, usually in 4-7 days. As with other viral illnesses, such as the common cold, the only treatment is 

TIME! Antibiotics are ineffective and the virus must run its course.  
One of the best means of curtailing the spread of any infection is HANDWASHING and keeping hands away 

from eyes and face. An infected individual should use a separate hand towel or paper towel and wash hands immediately 

if eyes are rubbed or touched.   
Good housekeeping procedures such as disinfectant cleaning of commonly touched areas such as doorknobs and 

computer keyboards will also help reduce the spread of the virus.  
The first non-contagious form of pinkeye is Allergic Conjunctivitis, which presents with red, watery eyes and is 

treated with antihistamines such as Zyrtec or Benedryl, or prescription allergy eye drops. The other non-contagious form 

of pinkeye is Chemical Conjunctivitis and is caused by contact with strong vapors or chemical irritants and is treated by 

avoiding contact with chemical irritants. 
 

Mrs. McCabe, School Nurse 
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Art  

Asian art has been our inspiration in art classes from Kindergarten to our Fifth Grades. Designing 

kimonos, studying portraiture, exploring the works of Hokusai with his stylistic waves, drawing dragons 

of many varieties, and viewing Chinese New Year celebrations gave us an appreciation for Asian art. We 

learned that there are similarities in the art of the many nations of Asia, but there are also distinct 

differences in style. The art truly does reflect the ideas and history of each unique country.  

March is Youth Art Month. March 12, 2012 at 7:00 marks the opening of the art show at the Hamilton Township 

Public Library. Works from the elementary, middle, and high schools are on display all month. Congratulations to 

Malouka Gauthier, from Mrs. Oliver's class, for having her art work chosen for the Fine Arts Festival cover sheet. 

Fifth grade Art Club members have been doing great things. They have experienced creating copper etchings and 

clay sculptures. They studied the Native American art of pottery and portraiture that was aligned to their Social Studies 

curriculum. 

Keep in mind that the Princeton University Museum has many wonderful opportunities for families to enjoy 

amazing art from many times and places at no cost. Check their website artmuseum.princeton.edu and make it a family 

event. I am sure that you will not be disappointed. 

 

       Mrs. Masterson, Art Teacher 
 

Classroom News  
Kindergarten News 
Miss Sclafani and Mrs. Feeney 

 

February may be a short month, but we certainly have been extra busy. During our language arts literacy block, 

we have been learning in small groups. The students now work at their centers to strengthen their reading skills. Their 

center work helps to improve their handwriting, letter/sound identification, kid writing, and many other important literacy 

skills. During our Writer's Workshop, we have been working on our Small Moments unit. The class is learning great story 

starters to incorporate into their writing. Make sure to complete the journal entries at home for extra practice. The one-on-

one help will surely be beneficial to your child.  

 Our students have been learning their teen numbers and number partners. Please practice writing the numbers 

correctly with your child at home for additional reinforcement. We have already started to write our numbers to one 

hundred. Another important skill that your child should practice is telling and solving math story problems. Here is an 

example, "What if I had seven apples, and then I ate two of them. How many apples would I have left?" This will help 

them develop their problem solving strategies and learn their math facts.  

Our health lessons have been focusing on feelings and solving problems. We will continue to practice our "I 

Messages" and find them to be an effective way to deal with problems at both school and home. The children also learned 

about pedestrian safety during the Officer Friendly lesson last month. As a part of our character education program, we 

have been discussing the importance of choosing the right attitude. Both classes enjoyed the story "Pout Pout Fish" which 

focuses on a fish who chooses the right attitude at the end of the story.  

The students are learning about science and social studies every day. We have learned about the traditions of the 

winter holidays, the changing seasons and weather, families, and development. The students have been learning about the 

life cycle of the frog and butterfly, and the variations within each species. During February, we will also be learning about 

Black History, Dental Health, Valentine's Day customs, and President's Day.  

 

Reminders: 

1. Check your child's folder and agenda each night. Make sure to complete the agenda pages carefully by the end of 

the week. The math homework and journal entries should be returned in the folder when completed.  

2. Both classes should return library books every Thursday. Keep the library book in your child's book bag to make 

sure it gets returned each week. 

3. Your child should know their phone number and address. This information is very important in case of an 

emergency.  

 

Check out our school webpage and teacher pages for additional information and helpful links.  

http://artmuseum.princeton.edu/
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First Grade News 
Mrs. Dileo and Mrs. Fuller 

 

Our New Year is off to a great start! It's hard to believe we celebrated the 100
th
 Day of school already! In January, 

we celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and learned about diversity and his dream for equality. Throughout the month 

of February, Black History Month, we will recognize many of the contributions and accomplishments made by famous 

African Americans. We are also learning about some of our most famous American Presidents in honor of President's 

Day. We will soon be celebrating Read across America Week and Dr. Seuss' Birthday! Posters are starting to come in and 

look awesome!  

First Grade is enjoying working with our ACB Students from The College of New Jersey. In Mrs. Dileo's class we 

welcomed Miss Rosa and Miss Rosenberg and in Mrs. Fuller's class, we welcomed Miss Turton and Miss Williams. The 

college students will be working with the students through April. They will be conducting lessons and getting experience 

as First Grade teachers.  

In literacy, we have been working very hard in small group instruction practicing our reading strategies and 

becoming successful independent readers. The students really enjoy working in their independent centers while at the 

same time practicing a variety of reading skills. Please remember to read with your child every night. It is important for 

them to practice retelling the stories and making a personal connection or text-to-text connections, to reinforce reading 

comprehension.  

During math, we learned the value of pennies, nickels, and dimes and adding with money. We are now working 

on reading information on a graph and making comparisons. The students should continue practicing their math skills at 

home and use every day practices to reinforce the skills we have learned in class. Let your child count out the change from 

the store or decide if they have enough money to buy snack- that occur in everyday situations.  

We are so impressed with the author's we have in First Grade! Students have been working hard on Personal 

Narratives and How-To books. We are looking forward to our next reading celebration and sharing our books with the 

class! Thank you to the parent volunteers who are able to assist during Kid Writing! The assistance is greatly appreciated. 

Please let us know if your situation changes and you would like to come in. You are welcome to sign-up at a later date. It's 

a great opportunity to work with the students and see what they are doing. 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at conferences! As always, please feel free to contact us with any 

questions or concerns. 

Mrs. Dileo and Mrs. Fuller 

CDileo or LFuller @hamilton.k12.nj.us 

 

Second Grade News 
Ms. Mehedin and Ms. Pizzullo 

 

 Second Grade is having a wonderful year! The students are busy refining their reading skills and raising 

their DRA levels. Math is fun because we have been busy learning to add and subtract numbers by regrouping. We have 

also been busy practicing counting money and telling time. In Science we have been learning about light and energy. In 

Social Studies we learned about the symbols of our nation and the importance of the Pledge of Allegiance. During the 

month of January we were busy learning about important people who helped change the world. We have even started 

learning cursive! We are looking forward to our trip to The Garden State Discovery Museum. It will be here before we 

know it! 

 Parents, please make sure you are checking your child's agenda and folder every night. There is so much 

important information in the folder and agenda. Please be sure your child has a homework buddy for Math every night. It 

is important to your child's continued success in Math. It would also be helpful to have your child practice flashcards at 

home. Please be sure to visit the First in Math website for additional reinforcement of skills. Daily reading at home is very 

important to your child's continued success in reading. Even twenty minutes a day goes a long way to increasing reading 

skills! 

 As always, thank you for your support. Together we can help your child succeed! Your children are 

wonderful and we enjoy teaching them! 
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Third Grade News 
Mrs. Porada and Mrs. Vecchiolla 
 

Third grade has been very busy this winter! In reading, we're reading stories from our anthology and working in 

centers and small guided reading groups. In Writer's Workshop, we're writing to our pen pals at Lalor Elementary School 

and working on expository and speculative cold writes. We're also working on short stories. In math we're multiplying and 

dividing. In Science, we just finished sharing our science fair projects, and we're studying the beach, sand, and erosion. In 

Social Studies we're studying the history of Hamilton Township, keeping up with current events, and studying various 

holidays. 

 Remember that reading logs should be completed six nights per week. Chapter books are encouraged. 

Multiplication and division facts should be studied nightly. 

 

Fourth Grade News 

Ms. Herrington and Mr. Liberman 

 
After such a mild start to winter, it's hard to believe that the groundhog saw his shadow! Regardless of the 

weather outside, we have been staying very busy on the Fourth Grade floor. All of the students have been showing growth 

in reading and writing, and they should continue reading outside of school. The kids will be proud to tell you about their 

new DRA reading levels and that they are writing 5-paragraph essays! Throughout the remainder of the year we will 

continue to focus on expanding literacy skills, particularly using writing to respond to both fiction and nonfiction 

literature. In the classroom, we are using the laptops along with the traditional pencil and paper to strengthen their writing 

skills. 

 In math we have been studying 2 and 3-digit multiplication and long division. It is crucial that students know their 

basic multiplication and division facts in order to perform these new skills, so be sure that they are studying their math 

facts each evening.  

 We have continued our study of the regions of the country in social studies. The children are learning how people 

have used the land and natural resources in each region to make a living. In science, the students have continued hands-on 

investigations. In addition to their recent science fair projects, both classes have finished several earth materials inquiries 

and are now exploring magnetism and electricity.  

Remember: no matter the weather outside, there are plenty of indoor-activities that are fun and can enrich our 

minds. In addition to reading with or to family members, students can practice their math and literacy skills on several 

websites:  

 www.firstinmath.com 

 www.spellingcity.com 

 http://www.harcourtschool.com/menus/trophies/menu.html  
All of these sites can be easily accessed through Ms. Herrington's or Mr. Liberman's class webpages. 

  

We are looking forward to a great second half with lots of great activities still to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.firstinmath.com/
http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://www.harcourtschool.com/menus/trophies/menu.html
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Fifth Grade News 
Mrs. Muller and Ms. Oliver 

 
It's hard to believe the school year is more than halfway over!  

 

 Our Fifth Graders have adjusted well to their new reading program, Literacy by Design. We are pleased to see 

them utilizing the reading skills across curriculum as well as in their independent reading selections.  

 Our writers have recently tried their hand at a couple very different genres. They put on their "reporter hats" to 

research an event or topic, conduct interviews, and write a news article. It looks as though we may have some future 

journalists on our hands! A very different writing unit was historical fiction, requiring the students to choose and research 

a time period in history. Based on that research, they authored a fictional story, accurately depicting that time period. They 

were very excited to share their finished pieces at our writing celebration! 

 Our scientists studied a unit on Heredity and how dominant and recessive genes have a say in making each one of 

us who we are. They enjoyed observing their traits, such as… can they roll their tongue, are they a "righty" or "lefty", or 

do they have attached or unattached earlobes? We found great diversity within our classrooms! We also propelled 

ourselves into space with a closer look at the planets – a unit which seemed to be quite popular! Most recently, we have 

begun to study cells. Students will get the opportunity to get a magnified look at cells and live specimens under the power 

of the microscope. 

 In Social Studies, we culminated a unit on explorers with individual research reports. The students did a great job 

in doing internet-based research, advancing their knowledge beyond the text and sharing and presenting their projects to 

the class. 

 Our mathematicians have been busy calculating, graphing data, simplifying fractions, and tackling word 

problems. As always, mastering the math facts allows to students to more readily focus on the new skills being taught. 

 Looking ahead, in March we will have a chance to see a play put on by the students at Grice, The Music Man. 

Also in May, we will be boarding an amphibious vehicle to take a tour of the historic city of Philadelphia, as well as 

making a visit to the U.S. Constitution Center.  

 Thank you to all of the parents on our Fifth Grade Planning Committee. They are continuing to work hard on 

fundraising and planning to ensure memorable end-of-the year events. We also appreciate those who have been supporting 

our fundraising! 

  

 

Special Education News 
Miss Collins & Mrs. Huff 

 
Can you believe we have been in school for more than 100 days already? We have been working so hard and 

learning so much that the days are just flying by. No matter what that groundhog said, we know spring will be here before 

you know it! 

We continue to learn and grow in new ways every day. During Writer's Workshop, we are learning to write 

descriptive short stories. We have also made "How To" books and written our own fairy tales. The Tiger math students are 

learning to count money and to tell time! The Elephant group is learning to add numbers over 1,000. During Science 

lessons, we are learning about light sources and hibernation. In Social Studies we have studied many historical figures. 

Ask us about Martin Luther King, Jr. and his friend Rosa Parks. We will also be learning about George Washington and 

Abraham Lincoln this month. During Health lessons, we have been learning about taking care of our teeth and visiting the 

dentist. 

Of course, our favorite part of the day is reading time! Our DRA levels are getting better each day as we learn to 

do what good readers do. We also use the laptops each week to enhance our learning in all subject areas. The Spanish 

videos are another one of our favorite activities. 

We are VERY excited that we won the Penny Wars contest. Several children in our class brought pennies from 

home every day during the contest. We even had some children donate their snack money to the penny bucket. It is great 

to see such good character! We would also like to thank all of the families who sent in soup cans for the Soup for Super 

Bowl contest. 

We look forward to seeing all the parents during conference week. Go team!  
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 Miss Mull & Ms. McRae 

 
It's hard to believe that the 100

th
 day of school just passed. Our class has completed many challenging and fun 

activities. Our students are becoming familiar with the Smartboard and laptops. They are working hard to earn free time 

on them. Some of our favorite websites include Sheppard Software, Star Fall, Brain Pop, ABCYA, and Fun 4 the Brain. 

In Writer's Workshop the students have been working on expanding their writing and adding details to make their 

work stand out. They have worked very hard adding persuasive details to their writing to entice the reader. They have also 

included many words from their word of the day book they are making daily. Continue the great work! 

Please remember to continue to practice basic addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division math facts with 

your child. Also, continue to read with your child and have them read to you to improve their DRA level. Please 

remember to check and sign your child's agenda each day. Thanks to everyone who has helped us grow a little more each 

day! 

Also, the students have worked very hard and earned a Cake Pop Party. The students were able to decorate their 

cake pops. They earned this party by receiving 100 compliments. They worked very hard as a class. Also, the students 

earned a pizza party from the PTA. We were one of the two classes to bring in the most Box Tops and Campbell's Soup 

Labels. We would like to thank the PTA for the delicious pizza! 

We are looking forward to the remainder of the school year with more events to come! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For more information about the YHS PTA, email us at YHSPTA@gmail.com.  

Or see our website at http://YHSPTA.com. 

mailto:YHSPTA@gmail.com
http://yhspta.com/

