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FEBRUARY 19, 2010                                                                                                        VOLUME 2 – WINTER 
 

 

Principal's Message 

 

Dear Yardville Heights Families, 

  

Winter has finally arrived! On inclement weather days, 

please tune into the radio, HTV or call our school bulletin board 

to see if there is a delayed opening or school closing. Please do 

not rely on the School Messenger system.  Also, please refer to 

the school calendar that was provided at the beginning of the 

school year to see how a snow day will be made up at a future 

date. 

As March approaches, it is time for the administration of 

District and State assessments. On March 1
st 

- 5
th

, Second Graders 

will take the Terra Nova test. Make-up tests will be administered 

the week following the original testing. To assist your child 

during testing, please ensure they receive a good night's rest and a 

nutritious breakfast.  

I want to thank the school community for their incredible 

participation in the "Helping Hands for Haiti" fundraiser, 

organized by our Early Act Club. This outpouring of support 

assists our school community in instilling in our children the 

importance of helping those in need, which is at the core of our 

Character Education Program. 

As a reminder, please call our school nurse at 631- 2956 

when your child will be absent. Also, for your child's safety, 

please cross him/her at the crosswalk in the morning and after 

school. Please do not park or drop off students in the crosswalk or 

bus zone. Again, we just want to keep our students safe. 

There are many exciting events planned for the second 

half of the school year. To keep updated on the great things 

happening at Yardville Heights School, please review the 

yhspta.com website and our monthly calendars. We are looking 

forward to your participation at these exciting events! 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Antonelli 
 

 

Don't Forget! 
 1:15 p.m. Dismissals: Feb. 23

rd
 – Feb. 26

th 
 & Mar. 11

th
  

 Spring Break: Apr. 2
nd

  – 9
th

  

 Snow Make-up Days: Apr. 22
nd

 (1/2 day) & May 28
th

  

 

 

 
Upcoming Events 

 PTA Movie Night: Cloudy 

with a Chance of Meatballs- 

TONIGHT Feb. 19
th
 7 p.m. 

 Parent-Teacher Conferences-  

Feb. 23
rd

 – 26
th
  

 Book Fair- 

Feb. 23
rd

 – 26
th
 

 Ice Skating- Feb.  27
th
  

8 - 10 p.m. 

 Grade 2 Terra Nova Test- 

Mar. 1
st
 – 5

th
   

 PTA General Meeting- 

Mar. 2
nd

 6:30 p.m.  

 PTA EBoard Meeting-  

Mar. 8
th
 6 p.m. 

 Mar. 28
th
 Bowling Party 

Family Breakfast 
 Family Breakfast at  

Applebee's- 

Feb. 28
th
 8 – 10 a.m.  

Spirit Wear Days 
 Mar. 12

th
 - Mad Hat Day 

 Mar. 26
th
 - Wear Black & 

Gold 

 Apr. 16
th
 - Wear Black & 

Gold 

        

http://yhspta.com/
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PTA President's Message 
 

Wow! I can't believe this school year is half over! Hopefully everyone is finally dug out of the snow. I 

don't know about you, but I can't wait for spring. Help us wave winter goodbye by joining us on February 27
th
 at 

Mercer County Ice Rink from 8 to 10 p.m. for a fun night of Ice Skating. Admission is $4 and skate rental is $2. 

Then, once spring has sprung, come celebrate its arrival at our 80's Dance Spring Party on April 16
th
. Please see 

Jill Markley for details on ways that you can get involved.  

If you haven't done so already, please send in your money for the Applebee's Breakfast. Watch your 

favorite PTA moms and dads serve up pancakes on February 28
th
 from 8-10am. Tickets are $6.50 per person and 

will also be available at next week's Book Fair. Also, if you can spare some time during conference week, Debbie 

Tavares could always use more volunteers for the Scholastic Book Fair.  

This week began the Gertrude Hawk Fundraiser which runs until March 3
rd

. The Gertrude Hawk 

Company sells quality chocolate and candy and this year they even have online ordering, making it easier for out 

of town friends and family. Fundraisers such as these allow the PTA to fund more educational programs and 

events for all our children. 

 On March 2
nd

 at 6:30pm the PTA will hold a General Meeting. At this meeting we will begin the process 

of choosing the executive board for the next two school years. Please make every effort to attend this meeting 

because the future of the PTA is in your hands. Remember it is never too late to join the PTA and any amount of 

time that you can volunteer to help is greatly appreciated.   

As always, you can contact the PTA with questions, suggestions or to volunteer by email: 

yhspta@gmail.com or leave a note in the PTA mailbox in the school's main office. 

 

Annette Werts, PTA President 

 

Three Questions about the PTA 
 

1. How will the upcoming PTA Elections be run? 
 
Every two years, the YHS PTA elects officers to the Executive Board. The Executive Board's job is to 

lead the PTA, making sure that PTA programs, events, and fundraisers run smoothly.  

At the March 2
nd

 PTA General Meeting, the membership will select a Nominating Committee of 3 

members and 2 alternates. Any PTA member may suggest possible EBoard nominees to the Committee, and it 

will be the job of the Nominating Committee to select one nominee for each of the EBoard positions: President, 

1
st
 Vice-President, 2

nd
 Vice-President, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, and Corresponding Secretary. This is to 

ensure that every position has at least one candidate. Other PTA members may chose to run for any of these 

positions by being nominated from the floor at the May 3
rd

 PTA General Meeting, at which the PTA election 

will occur. 

In order to run for a position on the EBoard, a nominee must be a YHS PTA member in good standing for 

at least fifteen days, be at least 18 years of age, and have indicated in writing that she or he is willing to fulfill the 

duties required of the office being sought.   

On April 1
st
 the Nominating Committee will inform the PTA membership of their selected nominees. On 

April 23
rd

 any PTA members who intend to seek office via nomination from the floor, must give notice of his or 

her intent to run to the PTA President, Recording Secretary, and the Nominating Committee Chair. 

At the May 3
rd

 General PTA Meeting, the Nominating Committee will give its final report to the 

membership. There will then be nominations from the floor. If there is more than one nominee for any office, 

there will be paper balloting and the ballots will be counted by 2 impartial tellers. If there are no nominations 

from the floor, there will be a voice vote. A majority vote is required for election. 

mailto:yhspta@gmail.com
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2. What's New at the PTA Website? 

 

If you've visited yhspta.com in the last few days, you will have noticed that the PTA website has 

been completely updated. The new website features the ability for visitors to leave comments, enabling 

discussions between PTA committees and website visitors. It also has a more dynamic sidebar including 

a category system that sorts the front page news by topic to make finding the information you need 

quicker and easier. The new layout also features the Yardville Heights School Black and Gold!  

Also added to the PTA website is a link to GoodSearch.com/GoodShop.com, a new, no-cost 

fundraiser that earns money for PTA activities whenever you search the internet or shop online.  

The new yhspta.com still has all the information the old website contained, including the PTA 

and School Events Calendar, downloadable copies of flyers, helpful school information such as the 

lunch menus and emergency closing times, contact information for the teachers and staff of YHS, and 

much more. 

Next time you're online, stop by to check out the improvements, and feel free to leave a comment 

anywhere on the website with questions or suggestions about the website or any of the PTA's programs. 

You can also send us an email at yhspta@gmail.com or leave a note in the PTA mailbox in the school's 

main office.  

 

2. What is GoodSearch.com and how does it work?  
 

What if the Yardville Heights PTA earned a donation every time you searched the Internet? Or 

how about if a percentage of every purchase you made online went to support YHS kids? Well, now it 

can!  

GoodSearch.com is a new Yahoo-powered search engine that donates half its advertising 

revenue, about a penny per search, to the charities its users designate. Use it just as you would any 

search engine, get quality search results from Yahoo, and watch the donations add up!  

GoodShop.com is a new online shopping mall which donates up to 30 percent of each purchase 

to your favorite cause! Hundreds of great stores including Amazon, Target, Gap, Best Buy, ebay, 

Macy's and Barnes & Noble have teamed up with GoodShop and every time you place an order, you'll 

be supporting your favorite cause.  

To try GoodSearch, click on the logo on yhspta.com.       

Watch our earnings progress by checking our charity's GoodSearch page at 

http://goodsearch.com/nonprofit/yardville-heights-parent-teacher-association-pta.aspx. 

 

Have a question about the PTA? Email yhspta@gmail.com and you may see it answered in the 

next newsletter. 
 

 
   

http://yhspta.com/
http://goodsearch.com/
mailto:yhspta@gmail.com
http://goodsearch.com/
http://goodshop.com/
http://www.yhspta.com/
http://goodsearch.com/nonprofit/yardville-heights-parent-teacher-association-pta.aspx
mailto:yhspta@gmail.com
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News from the Staff 
Guidance  

    

 

 

 
Once again our students and families have shown tremendous character and generosity. After hearing of 

the tragic news of the earthquake in Haiti, staff and students jumped into action to raise funds for the American 

Red Cross. Through our "Helping Hands for Haiti" fundraiser we raised over $450, which will be added to a 

district wide donation to help those in need. On behalf of our affected families I extend a huge thank you. 

Another project that we just completed was our "Soup for Super Bowl" can drive. The kindergarten 

classes collected the most cans (106!) out of each grade level and were treated with a popcorn party. The older 

grade levels then had a sculpture contest with the cans with the 5
th
 grade winning the "best design." This was a 

fun, cooperative project that ultimately benefited the residents of Project Freedom in Hamilton. Go Team! 

 

Mrs. Espenhorst   

School Counselor 

 

Nurse's Corner 
  

 

 

 

What's New with the Swine Flu (H1N1)? 
By Colleen Hanson RN, CSN 
 

Flu season is dying down, right? For the present, the answer is yes. However, we should not let our guard 

down. The flu season is not over yet. This year we have to deal with "Seasonal" flu and “H1N1 (Swine) Flu." 

Seasonal flu is the flu we experience every year. H1N1 flu is a new flu strain that appeared last Spring. Because 

H1N1 flu was new to humans, it spread quickly. No one had any defense against it. 

Seasonal flu typically peaks in February and March and influenza activity can occur as late as May. So, 

increased activity from either seasonal flu or H1N1 or both are possible this season. Take note that during the 

1957-58 flu pandemic, flu activity dropped in December and January. Health officials assumed the worst was 

over, and stopped encouraging people to get vaccinated. Then flu activity increased abruptly in February and 

March and so did hospitalizations and deaths. 

The CDC estimates that between April and December 2009 there were approximately 55 million cases of 

H1N1 Flu, 23,000 hospitalizations from H1N1 Flu and 11,000 deaths from H1N1 Flu. We cannot let our guard 

down. 

Remember the preventative measures against the flu: vaccination, proper hand washing, covering your 

cough, cleaning countertops and doorknobs, separating the sick from the healthy and not returning to work or 

school until you are fever free for 24 hours without fever-reducing medication. 

 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2009). Key Facts About 2009 H1N1 Flu Vaccine & CDC 

Estimates of 2009 H1N1 Influenza Cases. Retrieved from www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu. 

 

 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu
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Math Coach's Corner 

  

Mastering Math Facts 
Math facts can be a real stumbling block for children. Yet you can remove, or at least lower, that 

hurdle by working with your child to increase his/her knowledge of math facts. 

 

1. Experience and use math in daily life. It is so important to see the use of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, and division in the store, at the gas pump, in the kitchen, etc. 

2. Emphasize that multiplication is just repeated addition. (5+5+5+5=5x4=20) 

3. Show and experience fact families. (8x7=56  7x8=56  56÷7=8  56÷8=7) Write each of the factors, their 

product, and = signs on cards and have your child move them around to show the fact families. 

4. Demonstrate multiplication and division by using materials (coins, poker chips, marbles, dry beans) your 

child can handle and move around. (3x7=21 is three sets of seven items and 21÷3=7 is 21 items divided 

into 3 sets). 

5. Use index cards to create games such as a match game or "Concentration" for whatever math concepts 

you are trying to practice. 

6. Use the vocabulary. Math has a language and it will help in the long run if you can use some of the terms. 

Vocabulary definitions can be found in both your child's Student Activity Book and on the Houghton 

Mifflin Math Expressions website:  www.eduplace.com.  

7. Make it visual. Show your child how to draw pictures, diagrams, tables or any representation that can help 

him or her sort out the information in the problem. 

 

Find out how your child learns best. Rather than trying the same method over and over again and wondering why 

your child isn't "getting it"- approach it from another direction. 

 

Michele Hartpence, Math Coach 

 

Classroom News  

Kindergarten News 
Mrs. Feeney and Ms. Gerhauser 

 

We've passed the half way mark and can't believe how fast the time is going. The kindergartners have 

grown and learned so much since September. Ms. Gerhauser's website and Mrs. Feeney's website are a great 

ways to stay connected. We post important information and reminders, list resources, and provide many helpful 

links. One of our favorite websites is www.starfall.com. The children can watch short movies about letters and 

sounds, read short stories, and play educational games. It is a wonderful tool that we use in class and on the 

laptops. 

Most children have mastered the letters and sounds. They are now ready for the next challenge, which is 

to apply these skills to become independent readers and writers. We read to the children daily to teach them 

important strategies that will help them learn to read. It is important to practice the thirty sight words and read 

with your child at home to help strengthen their skills. We select stories to inspire our "Kid Writers" and teach 

writing skills during our "Kid Writing" time.  Parent volunteers help the children form grammatically correct 

sentences and sound out words for our students. They have been a tremendous help, and we are very grateful.  We 

look forward to having more parent volunteers as the year continues. 

In Math, we have been learning about numbers to twenty and number partners. We have also practiced 

telling math stories, which allow the children to practice applying addition and subtraction skills. Here is an 

example of a math story: "What if there were seven dogs and three ran away? How many would be left?" You can 

practice telling and solving story problems at home to reinforce these skills. 

www.eduplace.com
http://www.hamilton.k12.nj.us/webpages/lgerhauser
http://www.hamilton.k12.nj.us/webpages/mfeeney
http://www.starfall.com/
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First Grade News 
Mrs. Dileo and Mrs. Fuller 

 
It's hard to believe the year is already half over! After last week, we're all getting excited to see some 

signs of spring. While the animals have been spending these snowy days resting and hibernating, our First 

Graders have been busy learning about many different kinds of animals and their characteristics. Soon we will be 

learning about various habitats so that we are well informed for our trip to Six Flags Safari Park on May 7
th
. The 

children will have the opportunity to meet some animals up close and learn some very interesting facts. All 

parents are welcome!  Information will be forthcoming. 

In Math, we have been busy working with money and learning to count with pennies, nickels, and dimes. 

It looks like we have some future accountants in our classrooms! Mrs. Hartpence, our Math Coach, has been 

assisting with math centers in the classroom. The students love the opportunity to work on various skills 

independently. Continue practicing your math facts and encourage teachable moments. For example, let them 

decide if they have enough money to buy some fruit, let your child count your change or offer math stories for 

them to solve! 

As we gear up for some exciting "Read Across America" activities, we are very pleased about how 

independent our first grade readers have become. Keep practicing the frequency words on their word rings and 

discussing story elements with your child.  

We had two successful Parent Sessions in January. The parents were very excited with the great 

suggestions and resources they were able to take home to their children. These sessions have also provided the 

teachers with some excellent input from the parents on things they have questions about and things they would 

like to see. All are welcome to our Spring Session.  Flyers will go home in early spring. 

We did not realize how many experts we have in first grade! It's becoming quite clear as we have been 

working hard on our "All About Books" in Writer's Workshop. Everyone needed to select a topic they were an 

"expert in" and provide us with information and details about the topic. We are looking forward to our parent 

volunteers assisting and celebrating our completed books! 

 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone during conference week!   

 

Second Grade News 
Ms. Mehedin and Ms. Pizzullo  

 
Our Second Graders are excelling! In Math, we are busy learning to tell time and count money. Everyone 

is getting better at solving word problems. We are busy refining our reading skills by using reading strategies. We 

are learning how to make predictions, retell stories, and summarize information. Our writing skills are growing as 

we practice writing everyday during Writer's Workshop. We know the 5 steps of the writing process, and we are 

especially good at revising for better detail. We are off to a great start learning Cursive Writing. We love Science! 

We are learning about animals. In Social Studies, we are learning about important people who helped change the 

world.  

Parents, please continue to check your child's homework every night as well as empty their take home 

folder. There is often important information inside. A homework buddy for Math will help ensure that your child 

masters new math skills. Please try to read with your child at least 15 minutes a day and more often on the 

weekend. It is time well invested in your child's future. 
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Third Grade News 
Mrs. Porada and Mrs. Vecchiolla 

 
Third grade has been very busy in 2010! In Literacy, we're reading from our anthology and working in 

centers as well as small, guided reading groups. Both classes have started reading logs for a weekly reading 

homework grade. Each student needs to read for fifteen minutes, six nights per week and write a short summary 

about what was read. Reading logs will be beneficial for improving reading grades, improving DRA levels, and 

preparing for fourth grade.   

In Math, we started our multiplication tables. Students should be studying math facts nightly. Flashcards 

are sold at the dollar store, and a good website is multiplication.com. In Writer's Workshop, we're writing fairy 

tales and letters to our third grade pen pals at Lalor School. In Science we are learning about the beach as well as 

practicing experiments. In Social Studies, we're reading our Yorkshire Tenth books as well as studying the 

significance of holidays.  

Please remember to check your child's agenda nightly. As the weather changes, it is important to dress 

appropriately. The temperature in the school fluctuates throughout the day, so layers are highly recommended. 

We look forward to meeting with everyone at conferences. Don't forget to stop by the all-purpose room to 

see the science fair projects on display! 

 

Fourth Grade News 

Ms. Herrington and Mr. Liberman 

 
Winter is in full effect and the snow has been coming at us fast and furiously. To thwart those winter 

blues, remember there are plenty of indoor activities that are fun and can enrich our minds. In addition to reading 

with or to family members, students can practice their math and literacy skills on several websites: 

 

 http://www.studyisland.com 

 www.firstinmath.com 

 www.spellingcity.com 

 www.harcourtschool.com/menus/trophies/menu.html 

 

All of these sites can be easily accessed through Ms. Herrington's or Mr. Liberman's class webpages. 

All of the students have been showing growth in reading and should be reading a minimum of 15 minutes 

each night at home. Throughout the remainder of the year we will continue to focus on expanding literacy skills, 

particularly using writing to respond to literature. In the classroom we are using the laptops to strengthen our 

writing skills, along with the traditional pencil and paper. 

 In Math, we have been studying 2 and 3-digit multiplication and long division. It is crucial that students 

know their basic multiplication and division facts in order to perform these new skills, so be sure that they are 

studying their math facts each evening. YHS fourth and fifth grades will once again be participating in the 

Hamilton School District’s Math 24 tournament at the end of May. Math 24 is a game that helps sharpen our basic 

math skills. The First in Math website will help further prepare the students.  

 We are rolling up our sleeves and getting our hands dirty in science. Our latest unit has us learning about 

the Earth and what it's made of. We started by taking apart mock rocks to learn about their composition. Students 

then used what they learned to test real rock and mineral samples.  

 We are looking forward to a great second half with lots of great activities still to come. 

 

 

 

http://multiplication.com/
http://www.studyisland.com/
www.firstinmath.com
www.spellingcity.com
www.harcourtschool.com/menus/trophies/menu.html
http://www.hamilton.k12.nj.us/webpages/sherrington
http://www.hamilton.k12.nj.us/webpages/eliberman
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Fifth Grade News 
Mrs. Burley and Ms. Oliver 

 
We can't believe it. We have already passed the half way mark for the school year. As the saying goes; 

Time flies when you're having fun! 
As writers, we've practiced writing personal essays, and most recently, we've delved into the Authors as 

Mentors Unit. In this unit, the students will be creating their own books. Our creative students will also be the 

illustrators of their books. As the year progresses, the students continue to write everyday as this will help prepare 

them for the upcoming NJASK. 

In technology news, the students are enjoying going onto Study Island and reinforcing what they are 

learning in Language Arts and Math.   

Our mathematicians have recently tackled fractions, decimals, mass, weight, and multiplying two digit 

numbers. Our students continue to practice their math facts daily. 

As scientists, we are exploring microorganisms as seen through the lens of the microscope. We've also 

learned how to calculate the magnification at which an object is observed. It is interesting to observe things that 

cannot be seen with the naked eye. The students have also examined the structure of cells and the function of their 

parts. Doing the science fair projects provided the opportunity for the students to learn from each other and share 

their discoveries related to their experiments. Well Done Scientists! 

In social studies, we've studied explorers, the lands they discovered, and the goods they traded. We 

examined the reasons for their exploration and any obstacles they had to overcome. 

  The students are eagerly awaiting their May field trip, during which they will be going on the Philly Duck 

Tour & visiting the National Constitution Center. This will be a valuable culminating activity for when we study 

the topic of Government.  

Finally, we would like to thank the room parents for organizing class functions. We appreciate all the 

time and effort that goes into planning these events. Sincere thanks! 

 

Special Education News 

Ms. Dintrone (for Ms. Bizanzio) & Mrs. Hom 

 
As we headed into the New Year, there were many exciting changes. I have had the privilege of stepping 

in as the long term substitute teacher for Ms. Bisanzio's class. The students and I are grateful to Mrs. Hom for 

making this transition an easy one. It has been an honor to get to know all of the students and I look forward to the 

rest of my time here at Yardville Heights School.  

We have set many goals for the new year and are working hard to achieve them. In Reading, we are 

working on comprehension skills, predicting, and different strategies to become better readers. We have also been 

learning how to write persuasive letters in Writer's Workshop. The students really enjoy learning how to tell time 

in Math. Thanks to Ms. Pizzullo and Mrs. Vecchiolla, we continue to participate in all Science and Social Studies 

classes/activities along with our appropriate grade level. 

Each week, the students are determined and work hard to keep their privilege of being allowed to watch a 

movie every Friday. The shining stars of Room 6 continue to work their way to the North Star each and every 

day. As always, we thank you for all your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://studyisland.com/
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Mrs. Porcelli & Mrs. Prekop 
 

We have been working very hard in Room 16. We are excited to be learning about new words and reading 

strategies. It is fun to pick new books to read and write about. We have also learned how to write fiction stories 

and personal narratives. Soon we will be working on writing persuasive letters. In Math, we are working on 

adding numbers to 200 and identifying the characteristics of quadrilaterals. We sometimes play games to help us 

memorize our partners of 10 and addition facts as well as to help us remember our word wall words. 

Testing is just around the corner and we are planning some extra activities to get ready to show off our 

best work. Look for some helpful tips and extra practice sheets we have used in class to come home. Reviewing 

the skills and test taking strategies will reduce anxiety when test time comes. 

We hope to keep working hard and getting our class work and homework done. Every day we are 

working to achieve our goals and earn some great rewards! The teachers are very proud of Room 16 so far this 

year! 

 

Mrs. Mull & Mrs. McRae 

 
It's hard to believe that the 100

th
 day of school has just passed! Our class has completed many challenging 

and fun activities. Our students are becoming familiar with the laptops and are working hard to earn free time on 

them. Some of our favorite websites include Study Island, BrainPop, and FactMonster. 

In Writer's Workshop, the students have been working on expanding their writing and adding details to 

make their work stand out. They have worked very hard in comparing the similarities and differences of personal 

narratives and personal essays. Another part of writing the students truly enjoy is writing to their pen pals. They 

love receiving letters and finding out new information about their new friend.  They are all excited to meet them 

at the end of the year! 

Please remember to continue to practice basic addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division math 

facts with your child. Also, continue to read with your child and have them read to you to improve their DRA 

level. Thanks to everyone who has helped us grow a little more each day! 

We are looking forward to the remainder of the school year with more events to come! 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.factmonster.com/

