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The Yardville Heights Express Newsletter 

The Yardville Heights Family, 
 
Our school year is off to a great start.  Students have been actively 
engaged in the learning process and participating in all different 
types of activities.  To highlight some of these activities, we had a 
beautiful day at Russo‟s Farm where families engaged in fun 
activities such as pumpkin picking, corn maze, and face painting.  
Families who attended the Saturday afternoon Halloween Party also 
had a great time participating in various activities.  The students had 
a wonderful presidential election experience.  Each child 
participated in a mock election where each student registered and 
voted.  I would like to thank the PTA parents who assisted in making 
these events a success. 
 
I would also like to thank Lisa Rubino and Jen Shoenfelt for 
coordinating our fall book fair, which was a huge success this year. 
Many families participated in “Family Night.”   It was great to see 
the students get excited about reading new books.   
 
Please be on the lookout for the flyer inviting parents and students 
to participate in Family Math, Family Science, and Tools and 
Technology programs this winter.   
 
As a reminder, please call our school nurse at 631- 2956 when your 
child will be absent.  For your child‟s safety, please cross him/her at 
the crosswalk in the morning and after school.  Please do not park or 
drop off students in the crosswalk or block driveways in the 
neighborhood.  Again, we just want to keep our students safe. 
 
With the holidays quickly approaching, when considering gifts, please 
think of purchasing books or games that engage students‟ minds in 
the world of reading.  Take time on inclement weather days to share 
a good book with your child(ren).   
 
I would like to wish all of you a happy and healthy holiday season. 

 
Sincerely, 
Barbara Antonelli 
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Upcoming Events 

 5th Grade Concert 

December 2 at 7 p.m. 

 PTA Holiday Movie 

Night December 5th 

At 6:30 p.m.  

 YHS Night at Barnes 

and Noble Storytelling 

Night December 9 

6 to 9 p.m. 

 Holiday Shopping and 

Breakfast December 13 

9am-12 p.m. 

 Early Dismissal 

December 23 at 1:15  

 Winter Recess –  

December 24 to 

January 2 

 Trenton Devils night 

January 17 at 7 p.m. 



 

 

  SCHOOL SPIRIT DAYS  
 
Show your school spirit on these dates: 
 
Dec. 9 - Pajama Day 
Dec. 19 – Spirit Day (Black & Gold) 
Dec. 23 - Winter Holiday Colors 
Jan. 9 – Spirit Day (Black &Gold) 
Jan. 30 – Favorite Football Team Jerseys 
Feb. 13 – Valentine's Day Colors 
Feb. 20-  Safari Day 
Mar. 13 – Spirit Day (Black &Gold) 
Mar. 27 – "Madhat" Day 
April 9 -       "Piece" Day (Tie-dye) 
Apr. 24  -      Spirit Day (Black & Gold) 
May 15 -       Spirit Day (Black & Gold) 
May 29 –       Wacky Hair Day 
June 5 -       Spirit Day (Black & Gold) 

June 16 –     Tropical Day 

  

 

 

 

        
Upcoming Rosa’s Pizza Star Nights 

 December 22 
 January 26 
 February 23 
 March 23 
 April 27  
 May 18 
       Featured teachers every month! 
      Come out to support your school! 

Boy the school year is flying by!  We have had so many wonderful PTA events and I want to thank each 
and every parent that took the time to help out.  As usual, the executive board has spent countless 
hours of their time arranging and coordinating these activities and I thank them! 
 
We had a great turnout on the Innisbrook fundraiser.  The Scholastic book fair was a great success 
again this year raising money for books for the library and the classrooms.  Thank you, Lisa Rubino and 
Jenn Shoenfelt, for all of your hard work.  Don‟t forget the fundraisers are necessary to supplement 
the school for buses for class trips and other family event functions.  So remember to help out when 
you can.   
 
Again, I want to thank all of the YHS students and parents for supporting the PTA and our events.  
Without your help they would not be as successful.  If you have questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to drop us a note in our mailbox in the main office, send an e-mail to YHSPTA@aol.com or 
attend one of the monthly executive board meetings.  All E-Board meetings are held on a Monday at 
6:00 pm in the YHS Teachers room, check the calendar for dates.  Everyone is welcome at all 
meetings.   Please let us know if you have any interest on being on the board or just helping out where 
you can.  Have a great year. 
 
You can contact me at YHSPTA@aol.com or 585-4796. 
 

Lisa Brown, 
PTA President 

 
      
   PTA Website: WWW.HAMILTONPTA.COM 
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The kindergartners have had a busy beginning.  They have been working on their letters, sounds, 
and sight words.  Please keep practicing these important skills at home to ensure your child‟s 
academic growth.  They have started to learn word families as well, such as -am, -ap, and –at 
words.  We have been working on our “kid writing” skills.  Practice sounding out words with your 
child to help them become more independent writers.  Our number parade can be heard every 
afternoon.  We have also been learning about the numbers 1-10, patterns, coin recognition, and 
graphs.  We have even begun to tell our own math story problems.  We have had a great start and 
look forward to a wonderful year!    
 

Kindergarten News 

We‟ve had a great start to the 2008-2009 school year.  Our first-graders have been working hard to 
increase their sight vocabulary and begin to read simple stories.  We are also continuing to use the Kid 
Writing program that our students began in Kindergarten to further develop their writing skills.  Please 
encourage your child to write simple sentences at home using their “sound out” spelling. 
 
In math, we have been working on number sense, addition and subtraction.  Our classes are really 
enjoying the hands-on activities in the math program.  We had a great time studying the Presidential 
Election in our social studies classes, and we are studying weather in science.  Safety has been our 
main concentration in health class, as we learned how to stay safe when playing in our homes. 
 
Please continue to review the words on your child‟s sight word rings and word lists that were sent 
home during conferences – they are an important step to developing oral fluency.  We also recommend 
reading a minimum of 20 minutes each day with your child.  These 20 minutes should be a mixture of 
you reading to your child and your child reading to you.  (Decodable books are a great way for your 
child to read to you!)  Remember to ask your child questions about the story you are reading, to 
increase their oral fluency and retelling skills. 
 
Please have a safe and happy holiday season.  As always, please feel free to contact us with any 
questions or concerns. 

Mrs. Dileo and Mrs. Fuller 
CDileo or LFuller@hamilton.k12.nj.us 

 
 
 

First Grade News 

Second Grade News 
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The Second Grade classes enjoyed their trip to Safety Town on October 28th.  We REALLY enjoyed seeing 
the snow!! The students learned all about bicycle safety.  Unfortunately, some of us missed seeing the 
court because there was a real case going on! The tour of the police station was interesting and 
informative.  Thank you to all parents who gave of their time to chaperone. 
 
We enjoyed taking part in our school-wide mock election.  We learned all about the election process and 
some of us even made TV! 
 
We are busy learning different writing techniques during our daily Writer‟s Workshop.  We have written 
about a “Monster”, our country, and are currently writing personal narratives!   
 
Parents, please make sure that your child studies their spelling words each evening.  Continue to empty all 
papers on the “leave home” side of their folder.  Homework should continue to be returned daily as it is a 
reinforcement of skills learned.  Homework should come back to school free of mistakes.  Children will be 
responsible for correcting any errors. 
 
We are very busy learning in Second Grade!   

 

 

 

        

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Fall has flown by in the Fourth Grade!  It‟s hard to believe that December is upon us.  We‟d like to take this 
opportunity to welcome our new fourth graders, Cory Schutte and Kayla Medina, to the Yardville Heights 
family.  

  
We have been very busy implementing the D.R.A. reading assessment and the new math curriculum, Math 
Expressions.  In addition, the Fourth Graders are continuing to develop their writing using a writing strategy 
called Better Answers.  It is used to answer open-ended questions across the curriculum.  They have also 
been working on narrative writing using picture and situational prompts.   

 
In November, both classes performed the play “The Baker‟s Neighbor.” The children worked very hard 
learning their lines and making the sets and props.  We hope that the parents who were able to attend 
enjoyed their presentations.   

 
In Science, we have been exploring the metric system through hands-on investigation.  Soon we will be 
starting the Earth Materials module along with a Social Studies unit on the Northeast region.   

 
We‟d like to tell you about an exciting program coming in January right here at YHS.  We will be offering the 
Family Science program to the fourth grade students and their parents.  Your very own Ms. Herrington and 
Mr. Liberman will facilitate this 4-week series of hands-on science explorations.  This holiday season, give 
the gift of quality family time.  Sign up for this fun, educational program.  Look for flyers in mid-December.   

 
 

Third Grade News 

Fourth Grade News 

Third grade has been busy over in their new rooms!  After discussing the presidential election and voting in 
our school‟s election, we are now preparing for Thanksgiving and reading maps in Social Studies.  In 
Science, we are finishing exploring space before we move onto experiments with sound. In Math, we are 
working on addition and subtraction word problems as well as geometric shapes. In Writer‟s Workshop, 
we‟ve written descriptive paragraphs about monsters, thank you notes to people we‟re thankful for, and 
informative paragraphs that stress time-order words and supporting details. During Literacy, we read a 
variety of stories from our Harcourt series as well as working in centers and in small groups with the 
teachers. 
 
Just a few reminders for our students‟ success: read nightly for about thirty minutes, practice writing in 
cursive, and practice basic addition and subtraction facts nightly. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
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MRS. OLIVER 
 
Our “senior” students here at YHS have been off to a busy start.  If you were to ask any one of them, they 
would probably tell you the same thing they‟ve told us – “I can‟t believe the first marking period is over 
already.  It feels like school just started!” 
 
If this is any indicator of what‟s to come, we all expect that this school year will fly by.  So, it‟s not too late 
to be thinking about our upcoming events for our fifth graders.  Many parents have shown an interest in 
being a part of one of our many committees, which will support this year‟s activities.  Thanks to all of you 
who agreed to contribute your ideas, time, and energy to help make this year a memorable one.  Any 
support you can offer for our fundraising would be greatly appreciated.    
 
One of the many things that has kept us busy in the classroom was the recent presidential election.  The 
campaigning, news coverage, and excitement of this particular election caught the interest of many.  We 
had many insightful discussions about the election process and gained an understanding of each candidate‟s 
stand on important issues.  We also learned about the electoral votes through an interactive game on the 
laptops, which proved to be a challenge for all! 
 
Lastly, keep an eye out for a “5th Grade Newsletter”, which is in the making.  This idea was sparked by the 
ambitions of the students themselves!  They will be taking on all roles of the newsletter, from journalists, to 
editors, to publishers.  We can‟t wait to see where their enthusiasm and creativity takes them! 
 
 
 
 
 
MRS.BURLEY/MRS.NOON   
 
This marking period has found us settling into our classroom procedures, and reading and writing up a storm! 
 
We have completed our first reading theme: “Look Inside” which gave us a glimpse into many fictional 
characters‟ inner strengths through stories from several genres.  
 
In Social Studies, we journeyed thousands of years back in time to meet the ancient peoples who first 
inhabited North America, and to learn what their civilizations were like. We were intrigued by the traces of 
the mysterious Mound Builders‟ creations that survive today! 
 
We have learned the steps of the Scientific Method and applied them to our first science experiment: 
“Spinning Eggs: Can you tell the difference between a raw and hard-boiled egg without breaking it?”  We 
can! Ask one of our 5th graders about Newton‟s first law of motion and Inertia to find out how we did it. 
(Yum, those eggs tasted good, too). 
 
We completed a spooky speculative piece for writer‟s workshop, and are hard at work perfecting our 
“Better Answers” skills at present. 
 
As we look to our second marking period, we will be heading into our guided reading groups and literacy 
centers, with great anticipation. 
  
5th grade is „full steam ahead‟, with lots of learning and growing to come!  
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Fifth Grade News 



 

 

                                                                                               
We had a great kick off this year with an excited team 

of students and teachers. We got to know each other and are 
now ready to make a game plan! 

 
During the next few months, we will be learning many new things in all subjects.  We 
will focus on solving math problems, learning map skills, examining animals and, as 
always, reading, reading,reading! 
 
I hope we can move through the next few months with excitement, determination and 
success.  In order to do that, we would like to remind everyone to keep their heads in 
the game and work hard. 
 
Parents, please remind your students to do their homework and leave their toys at 
home!  Thank you for your support so far this year!  GO TEAM!
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MS. BISANZIO AND MRS. MYERS        
 
Since the beginning of the year, we have spent some time getting to know each other and getting ourselves 
into our school routine.  The children have been working on phonics skills, various comprehension skills and 
they‟ve been having a lot of fun with spelling word sorts.   The kids really enjoyed learning about the 
election and participating in the mock election at school.   
 
The 2nd graders enjoyed their trip to Safety Town even though we couldn‟t ride the bikes.  We still can‟t 
believe it snowed that day.   
 
Fun was had by all at the Halloween Parade and party.  Dressing up is always fun! Thanks to all the parents 
that donated items for our party.   
 
We look forward to doing different character development activities with Miss Mull and Mrs. McRae‟s class 
throughout the year.  Right now we are reading The Tale of Despereaux with them.  The kids enjoy having 
the social interaction with each other while learning about character.     
 
We would like to welcome the new students and staff to Yardville Heights.  We wish you all a very 
successful and fun school year.  We also want to make sure the PTA knows how much we appreciate all they 
do for all of us.   
 
Happy Fall to All!!!   
 

MRS. MULL AND MRS. MCRAE        

                                                                           
LOOK OUT!  You are approaching hard working rainforest creatures in Room 8.  That is right, this year we 
have seven courageous creatures looking to explore new jungles.  The students have been working on 
descriptive writing, and various math and comprehension skills.  The students have really enjoyed 
working independently in centers. 
 
All of the students looked spectacular at the Halloween Parade.  We had a lot of fun dressing up and fun 
activities during the party.  Thanks to all the parents that attended and helped! 
 
Another event that the students really enjoyed was participating in the mock election at school.  Prior to 
the mock election, the students became familiar with the importance of the election which made each 
student anxious to vote!  I would like to commend each student on their “If I Were President” essay.  
Many teachers and parents have complimented the students on their hard work.  Congratulations! 

 
(continued on the next page) 

 

MISS PORCILLI, MS. PREKOP AND MISS LEON 
                                           
We have been working very hard in Room 16.  We are excited to be learning about new words and reading 
strategies.  It is fun to pick new books to read and write about.  We have also learned how to write stories 
using colorful words.  In math we are working on identifying the different types of story problems and how to 
solve them.  We sometimes play games to help us memorize our partners of 10 and addition facts.  Science 
has also been fun.  We are learning about the earth and plan to do some really cool experiments to learn 
more. 
 
We hope to keep working hard and getting our class work and homework done.  Our teachers are very proud 
of us so far this year! 
 

Special Education News 



 

 

    
                                                                             
 

                                                   
 
 

 

 
 
I would like to thank everyone who participated in our “Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF” campaign.  What  
may seem like small change to us really adds up and I am happy to report that as a school we raised 
$355.  This money will be used by UNICEF to help children around the world receive things that we take 
for granted: access to food and clean water, the ability to go to school and get an education, and the 
availability of medical help when needed.  It may be surprising to learn that 6 cents provides water for  
1 thirsty child, $2 provides nutrition for 1 hungry child, $44 will buy school supplies for 20 students,  
$112 provides emergency blankets to 37 kids and $200 immunizes 550 kids against measles.  Think of all 
the good we have done! 
 
With the holidays approaching it is easy to get lost in commercialism and greed. Now is a good time to 
talk to your child about the things that he or she probably takes for granted and make a list of “wants” 
vs. “needs”. Discuss as a family what you really need to be happy and give thanks for all  
that you already have.  An attitude of gratitude will go a long way in keeping the season bright. 
 

Happy Holidays! 
 

Mrs. Espenhorst 
School Counselor 

 
 

school  
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    Resource Room: Falling Into Place 

The Resource Room is falling into place! In October, all of the students participated in a haunted 
house activity. After they used their 5 senses to experience this adventure, they wrote descriptive 
pieces with similes and adjectives. In addition, all the students are learning to choose “just right 
books” based on their independent DRA level. There are many websites that have helped us locate the 
correct levels for popular series. Please feel free to ask us for those links. As for math, the students 
are progressing well with the Math Expressions program. They are learning new, exciting and higher-
order skills to enhance their understanding of math. Please remember to look on the math website for 
explanations, and extra help for your children. Just a reminder- please check agendas and take home 
folders every night. Thanks for your continuous support!  

Mrs. Besserman and  

Mrs. Licciardello 

 
 

We look forward to working with Mrs. Herrington, Ms. Oliver, and Miss Bisanzio and Mrs. Myers class 
during the school year.  The students enjoy working with Mrs. Herrington and Ms. Oliver‟s class during 
Science and Social Studies.  The students are also very lucky to be able to work with Miss Bisanzio and 
Mrs. Myers class.  Throughout the year the students will work together on different activities to develop 
social interaction while learning about character.  Right now we are reading The Tale of Despereaux with 
them.   
 
We would like to wish each and every one of you a successful year!  We would like to thank all that have 
welcomed us to their classrooms so that we can share in your learning.  Also, a big thank you goes out to 
our PTA for all that you do! 

 

    

Special Education News 
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    Readers’ Corner 

 
Younger children 
Reading to your child is so important, but it 
should also be fun. When reading with your 
child, try having fun with it. Use different voices 
for different characters or try using sound 
effects. Your child will think of reading as an 
enjoyable activity. 
 
Older children 
Make their reading important to you. Ask them 
about the book they are currently reading. 
Question them about the characters, what they 
like about the book, whether they would 
recommend this book to someone. 
 
You can make reading a valuable use of time for 
your children by showing a genuine interest what 
they are reading. 
 
    Dot Graziano 
    Reading Coach 
 

 News from the Library 
 
 
BIRTHDAY BOOKS were sold again at Back to 
School Night on September 16.  Parents gave a 
$10.00 donation for each selected book.  
Children's names and birthdates were recorded in 
books.  (Former middle and high school students 
often enjoy visiting the library and looking up 
their birthday books!)  THANK YOU for your 
continued support to help increase the library's 
collection. 
  
September 26 marked the library's first successful 
volunteer meeting.  Mrs. Lisa Rubino, Library 
Volunteer Chairperson (609-977-4481), was 
responsible for recruiting all the parent 
volunteers.  In addition, Mrs. Rubino (with former 
Yardville Heights students Andrew Fulton and 
Elana Karmizin, and parent Natasha Lawton) 
worked hard to complete the cataloging of books 
so students and staff could enjoy an automated 
library for the 2008-09 school year. 
  
Mrs. Rubino continued her dedication by training 
parent volunteers and setting up schedules so 
classes could enjoy assistance with circulation and 
book maintenance. 
  
Yardville Heights' staff should be commended for 
giving up time after school to learn the new 
library computer system and procedures.  A 
special "thank you" is extended to Principal 
Antonelli for her patience and support of the new 
automated system. 
  
The Yardville Heights' PTA has donated a nice 
selection of books through this year's Bookfair 
program.  Thank you for contributing to the 
growth of the library's collection. 
  
Please watch for future postings of library 
happenings that promote the joy of reading.... 

  

Mrs. Gordon, 

Library Teacher 
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A parent volunteer works with Mrs. Fuller's class 
in the library. 



 

 

 

 

AAP re: Vitamin D intake 

 
The American Academy of Pediatrics is now recommending that all infants and children 
(from babies to teens) have a minimum of 400 I.U. (international units) of Vitamin D 
beginning in the first days of life. 
 
For years it has been known that Vitamin D deficiency can lead to rickets (a disease of 
soft, weak bone formation which causes bowlegs). New findings indicate that adequate 
Vitamin D helps immunity and may prevent auto – immune diseases such as diabetes, 
arthritis, thyroid disorders, celiac disease, etc. as well as cancer. 
 
The latest recommendations are as follows: 
Breastfed and partially breastfed infants should begin Vitamin D supplements during the 
first days of life and continued until the infant is weaned to 1 quart of Vitamin D fortified 
formula. After one year of age and through adolescence one quart (four 8 ounce glasses) 
of Vitamin D enriched milk will provide the recommended allowance. Children who don‟t 
get 400 I.U. per day from their diet should receive a 400 I.U. supplement of Vitamin D. 
Other sources of Vitamin D are fortified foods such as cereal, fish and egg yolks. Most 
children do not get enough Vitamin D from these foods alone according to the AAP. 
Although the body also makes Vitamin D during sun exposure there is no way to determine 
how safe and effective this is for children. 
 
Be sure to ask your doctor if your child is at risk of having a Vitamin D Deficiency. 
 

“Child Health Alert”, November 2008 p1. 

Prevention of Rickets and Vitamin D 
Deficiency in Infants, Children and 
Adolescents,” AAP clinical report, 
Pediatrics, November 2008. 

 
Carol Schroeher, RN, BSN 
Certified School Nurse 
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Have a happy, healthy and safe holiday season! 
 

Have a great school year! 
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