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The Yardville Heights Express Newsletter 

Dear Yardville Heights Family, 

 

The year is quickly coming to an end.  Please note that one-session 

days occur Thursday, June 11
th
 through Wednesday, June 17

th
.  I would like 

to take this opportunity to thank the Yardville Heights PTA and families for 

all of their help in having another successful school year.  It has been a 

pleasure working with all of you!  I wish our outgoing 5
th

 grade students 

great success in middle school.  I know they will make us proud as they 

begin a new chapter in their lives.  I would also like to wish Miss Bernstein 

a beautiful wedding day this summer.   

 

Parents, please look for the summer reading packets that will be 

distributed the last week of school.  It is important that students read over 

the summer to maintain their skills and avoid the "summer slide".  The PTA 

will also be doing their summer reading incentive for September.  Please 

read the requirements in order for your child to receive a treat in September.   

 

 I wish you all a safe and happy summer!   See you all in September.  

Thank you again for being an “Essential Piece” in the Yardville Heights 

School community! 

 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Antonelli 

 

 

Principal’s Message 

 

Upcoming Events 

 June 5th-  

Variety Show 
6:30 p.m. 

 June 8th-  

PTA Meeting  
6 p.m. 

 June 10th- 

5th Grade Middle 
School Orientation 

 June 12th- 

Kindergarten 
Completion 
Ceremony  
9:30 a.m. 

 June 15th- 5th Grade 

Completion 
Ceremony  
6:30 p.m.  

 June 16th- Summer 

Reading Program 
Kick-off 

 June 17th- Last Day 

of School  
 

Spirit Wear Days 

 May 29- Wacky 
Hair Day 

 June 5- Spirit Day  

(Black & Gold) 

 June 16- Tropical 

Day 

  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Don't forget: Early Dismissal 

June 11
th

 – 17
th

, 1:15 p.m.! 



 

 

 

 

Dear YHS Families, 

 

Can you believe school is almost over? While the school year is winding down, the PTA is 

working hard at planning next year's busy calendar. One event that we are very excited about is our 

Fall Festival/Rummage Sale Fundraiser set for October 10
th

. We hope that this one day will bring in 

most of our fundraising dollars for the year. With the help of many YHS families, this can be possible.  

Another part of the Fall Festival will be a craft/vendor fair in the multipurpose room of the 

school. If you are a (or know of any) vendor/crafter who might be interested in having a table, please 

contact us. We want this event to be spectacular.  

As you have already heard, we will also be having a rummage sale, so hang on to those kids' 

clothes. We will be collecting them when school starts in September. Volunteers are needed the day of 

the event, as well as, prior to it. The PTA will need lots of help. Even spending an hour or two is 

worth it.  

 We are also kicking off the Summer Reading Program with a Buy 1 Get 1 Free Book Sale 

from June 11
th

 to June 16
th

. There will be an afterschool parent day on June 11
th

 from 1:15- 6:00 p.m. 

If anyone would like to volunteer to help with this, please call me at 581-1422. This is a great 

opportunity to pick up books to read over the summer. Thank you to all the volunteers, we really 

appreciate all that you do for the school.  Have a safe and happy summer vacation. 

 

Annette Werts 

PTA President  

 

P.S. Be sure to check out our website over the summer for more information about PTA events for the 

Fall. Online at http://hamiltonpta.com (the YHS link is on the left)  

 

 

YHS PTA Website 
 More great content is coming to the YHS PTA website over the summer. The site already has 

information about what is happening at school and PTA events, contact information for the PTA and 

school personnel, information about how to get involved with helping the PTA help our kids, copies of 

forms and flyers that are sent home, and links to homework helpers (including the spelling lists for 

each grade) and other places online where kids and parents can find information, educational games, 

and practice work to help reduce the "summer slide".  

Beyond that, the site has just added a Husky Pride Page, where students who have received 

awards are recognized, and will soon be adding information about the Summer Reading Program, and 

Back to School Supplies for the fall. Coming soon will be the ability for website visitors to leave 

comments, questions, and suggestions about PTA events. 

The site will be updated frequently over the summer with more information about the Fall 

Festival, other Fall PTA events, and more links to games and coloring pages online, so please stop by 

often over the break! 

         Thank you, 

PTA Website Committee  

 

Online at http://hamiltonpta.com (the YHS link is on the left)  
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Kindergarten News 
Our kindergarten students have been working really hard and enjoying this year.  They had a fun 

time at Track and Field Day.  They competed at each event, cheered on others, and showed great 

sportsmanship.  They are already looking forward to next year’s events.   

Our students will be going to the circus at Sovereign Bank Arena on May 29th.  We can’t wait to 

be impressed by all of the performers.  The animal acts are always amazing!  We know that it will be a 

special memory for our kindergarten classes. 

Speaking of shows, the kindergarteners of Yardville Heights will proudly present their end of the 

year show on Friday June 12
th

 at 9:30 AM.  They have been practicing for their performance during Music 

lessons.  They enjoy singing and dancing and can’t wait for their performance.  They are looking forward 

to their time to shine. 

We will continue to review all letters, sounds, and high-frequency words until the end of the year.  

Our stories will take place in the ocean and will center on different marine life.  In Math, we will be 

working on basic addition and subtraction facts.  We will also be learning about time, money, and 

measurement.   

It is important to continue to work with your children throughout the summer on the skills they 

have learned to ensure that they are ready for first grade.  Reading every day with your child is crucial to 

their development as good readers.  Ask them about the story’s characters and events to help keep them 

focused.  Participating in the summer reading program is an excellent incentive for your child.  You should 

also continue to “kid write” throughout the summer.  Keeping a summer journal is an excellent way to 

practice writing daily.  The district website contains a lot of helpful information and resources to use.  

Please make sure to check it out over the summer.   

The kindergarten teachers would like to thank all of the parents and the PTA for a ll of their hard 

work and dedication this year.  Without all of you our year would not have been such a tremendous 

success!  We couldn’t have come this far without all of your help and support.   
 

                            Have a safe and happy summer, you’ve earned it!     
 

First Grade News 
It’s hard to believe that it is already the 4

th
 marking period!  We have just a few weeks left until the 

end of the school year!  Time sure flies in first grade! 

We had a wonderful time on our class trip to the Great Adventure Safari Park on May 2
nd

.  

Although the weather was a bit overcast, it allowed us to see some of the animals close up!  

We have also enjoyed raising butterflies in our classrooms and documenting our observations in our 

science journals. 

As the weather continues to get warmer, please remember to dress your child appropriately for the 

classroom and recess.  Layers are always a great option!  You may also send in a water bottle for your child 

to keep on his/her desk as the temperatures rise. 

To prepare for second grade, we recommend that you continue to read for at least 30 minutes each 

day with your child over the summer.  Please use the decodable books that we have sent home throughout 

the year as a resource for on-level reading.  Remember to ask your child questions about their reading:  

What was the problem in the story?  Who is your child’s favorite character?  Can you retell the story from 

the beginning?  Having your child interact with their reading promotes their reading comprehension skills.  

To keep your child’s math skills sharp over the summer, have them practice with money, clocks and 

simple addition problems.  Integrate these skills into your daily routine to keep things authentic.   

Lastly, we want to say thank you to all for celebrating Teacher Appreciation Week and all the 

special treats.  We really enjoyed having the students so involved and it was nice to be recognized.   

 

            As always, please feel free to contact your first grade teachers with any questions/concerns!  
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Second Grade News 
Can you believe the school year is almost over?  Our Second grade students have grown so much 

this year!  They really enjoy writing creative stories and have mastered the skill of writing with effective 

leads and great closings.  The children really enjoy reading, both alone and with a buddy.  They’ve 

learned how to analyze text structure when reading nonfiction.  They’ve become very proficient with 

using glossaries, indexes, picture captions, and tables of contents.  In Math, they have been practicing 

addition and subtraction, and have become very skilled in counting money.  We have been very 

conscientious about recycling to protect our environment.  In Social Studies, we have learned about 

American symbols of freedom and some very important people like Thomas Edison and Susan B. 

Anthony.  We have become very adept at using the laptops thanks to our laptop cart.  We are constantly 

searching for information to back up our lessons.  Thanks, Brainpop!  

We enjoyed our trip to the zoo.  It was a beautiful day and we all chose a favorite animal for our 

report.  Thank you to all of the chaperones who volunteered their time to make our trip a success!  

To ensure your child’s success next year, please make sure you have your child read to you over 

the summer on a daily basis.  The children will be retested in the DRA System in the fall.  Wouldn’t it 

be wonderful if they go up one or two levels?  A half hour a day goes a long way!  It’s also important to 

maintain writing and spelling skills.  When you take your child on a day trip, encourage them to write 

about it in a summer journal.  Putting photographs in the journal will help stimulate their memory and 

serve as a writing prompt.  It will also be a nice memory book of their summer vacation. 

Thank you for your encouragement and support this year.  Your children would not have 

excelled without your help!  Remember: teachers, parents, and students are all essential pieces!   

 

Have a safe and happy summer. 
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Third Grade News 
Third grade has been keeping very busy this time of year! We just had Field Day, and we’ve 

finished up NJASK testing. We’re very proud of all of the hard work our students have put in this year. 

 We have several more exciting events coming up as the school year comes to a close. We have 

our Aquarium Trip on May 27
th
, our Hamilton Township Tour on June 3

rd
, and we finally get to meet 

our third grade pen pals at Lalor School on June 4
th

! 

 With the school year ending we have several suggestions about how to maintain skills our 

students have worked on all year. Each third grader will receive a summer reading list to turn in the 

first week of the 2009-2010 school year. It is also important that the students remember to constantly 

reflect while reading and make connections to their own lives. Students should keep practicing writing 

skills such as writing in correct paragraph form, writing personal stories that are at least three 

paragraphs, or even keep a journal of exciting events that take place during the summer. 

 In Math, students should continue to practice their basic multiplication and division facts with 

flashcards and/or by utilizing the websites listed in their Math folders. 

 We hope our students enjoy the exciting events that are in store for the remainder of the year. 

Once again, we’re very proud of all of your hard work this year!   

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Fourth Grade News  

As summer approaches, so does the end of the school year.   It’s been a spectacular year, with 

a lot of fun had by all.  Due to the notable support and involvement of our entire community of 

students, parents, and teachers, our students have soared to greater heights in the areas of academics, 

personal character, and social responsibility.   

Although the school year is wrapping up, learning does not end when the children leave the 

classroom.  Continue to support academic growth with your children over the summer.  You can read 

together every day, write letters to friends and relatives, practice multiplication and division facts, and 

many other things.  Check your Summer Reading folder for ideas.  We wish you a wonderful 

summer.   

 

Thank you for a memorable year! 
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 Fifth Grade News 
Our fifth graders are continuing to work hard. To increase our love of reading, we’ve started 

Literature Circles. The students are getting the opportunity to study novels and have literary 

discussions in small groups.   

As writers, we’ve started the genre of poetry. The students are learning to express themselves 

through the different types of poems that exist. They can’t wait to complete their books of poetry so 

that they can share these literary pieces with their classmates and family members.   

Our mathematicians have recently tackled prime and composite numbers, and finding least 

and greatest common multiples. The students are also learning how to add and subtract fractions with 

similar and different denominators. Our mathematicians are also studying measurement, which 

includes the units of time, customary units of length, and the metric system. 

As scientists, we have explored the topic of mixtures and solutions. Included in this unit is 

the study of saturation and solubility.   

In Social Studies, we’ve been studying how the United States of America was formed in the 

aftermath of the Revolutionary War. The students are also learning about the Constitution, and how a 

new government was formed. The students have also learned about the three branches of government 

and their duties. The new topics covered by our class have made for many wonderful and 

informative classroom discussions! 

On a different note, we are very excited about our up-coming trip to Mercer County Park for 

our end-of-the-year celebration. The fifth graders can’t wait to enjoy all the fun activities that are 

planned for them. As a reminder, the Fifth Grade Completion Ceremony will be held on June 15
th

 at 

6:30 p.m.  

Finally, we would like to thank the parents serving on our planning committees. They have 

been working hard to ensure some memorable events for our students at the end of this year. Also, 

thanks to those of you who have supported us through our fundraisers. We truly appreciate it!  
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We had a great kick off this year with an excited team 

ady to make a game plan! 
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Ms. Bisanzio and Mrs. Myers        
Although the 2008-2009 school year is coming to an end, we are still as busy as can be.  The kids are 

building their reading, writing, and math skills.  They continue to participate in Science and Social Studies 

with Ms. Vogt's and Miss Bernstein’s classes.   

Field Day was a very enjoyable event.  Thanks to everyone who made the day so great.  School-wide 

activities are always a fun way to spend the day.   We also really enjoyed our testing Pep Rally.  It was a 

blast! 

The children have worked hard this school year developing and building on the necessary skills to 

become good readers and writers.  We don’t want the kids to lose all the knowledge they have gained so far.  

PLEASE be sure to have your child read daily and do a short written response when possible.  Our school is 

offering a great summer reading program that you should encourage your child to participate in.  This is a 

great way to practice both reading and writing skills during the summer.   

Another great and simple summer activity is to make up fun math flash cards with your kids.  Then 

you can take them with you everywhere you go.  Practicing math facts daily will help your child in the 

future. 

We thank you all for your support and cooperation this year.  We look forward to working with our 

returning students and wish our 3
rd

 graders well in 4
th

 grade. 

Have a happy, fun and safe 

summer! 
 

Mrs. Mull and Mrs. McRae                                                                                  
Splash into summer!  The school year is quickly approaching an end.  We have had a wonderful and 

memorable year.  In June, we will end with our big event, The End of the Year Auction.  Our students have 

worked very hard to earn money throughout the year and now they will finally be rewarded for all their hard 

work.   

Over the summer, please remember that summer reading is a must for everyone!  Please encourage 

your child to read daily to improve their fluency, comprehension, and for the entertainment value of it. Setting 

aside a time each day for family reading is highly recommended. Your child has learned about the different 

genres of books that are available.  Realistic and historical fiction, mysteries, poetry, folktales, and nonfiction 

books are just a few of the many kinds of literature your child can read to combine learning and fluency 

practice.  Encourage your child to use the reading strategies that good readers use while reading, such as 

predicting, making inferences, asking questions, and summarizing. 

To our fifth graders, we wish you the best in Middle School and your future endeavors.  Please 

remember all of the good traits we have taught you.  Remember the six pillars of character education to 

portray the respectable students we know you are!  Take all of the knowledge you have learned and apply it in 

your academics and daily situations.  Remember you can do it! 

Have a great and safe summer! 
 
Mrs. Porcelli, Mrs. Prekop & Ms. Leon 

Summer is almost here!  As the year comes to an end, our class is working harder than ever.  We are 

continuing to read books, write amazing stories, and learn about numbers.  Our students have learned how to 

find books they are interested in and have even found out some interesting facts from the books they are 

reading.  They enjoy reading and know that the more you read, the more you learn.  Reading has also made our 

students better writers.  We have learned how to write fiction and non-fiction stories, and are working on 

adding details to our stories.  Some of our students have even had their work displayed throughout the school.  

In math, we are working on complex addition and subtraction, and hope to learn multiplication by the end of 

the year! 

Even though the weather is getting warm and the days are getting longer, it is important to keep up 

with your homework and to get a good night’s sleep. Once the summer comes and the school takes a break, we 

hope that our students continue to read.  Try reading a book to a younger sibling or a parent.  It may also be a 

good idea to keep a journal of what you have read over the summer and bring it back to school in September.  

Remember, the more you read the stronger you will be! 
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 Readers’ Corner 
Let Books “Get in the Way” This Summer 

 Are you looking for a way to encourage your child to read this summer? Try letting books 

“get in the way”. Place books in all of the places that your child might be: 

 in the car 

 in their beach bag 

 in front of the TV 

 on their bed/pillow 

 in their suitcase (if they are traveling) 

 on the couch 

 in the toy cabinet 

You get the idea! Put books everywhere! Your child just might decide to pick one up and read it! 

Happy summer reading. 

           Dot Graziano  

           Cathy Krajcsovics 

           Reading Coaches 
 

 

 Library  

Students and staff enjoyed a successful year with the library's new automated circulation 

system.  Under the direction of Mrs. Lisa Rubino, Library Volunteer Chairperson, parent volunteers 

helped classes with circulation and library maintenance.  The following volunteers are acknowledged 

for all their endeavors:  Lisa Rubino, Laura O'Neal, Jill Morales, Mary Roldan, Kim Hatch, Virginia 

Diaz, Sandy Reiman, Dana Landgraf, Kelly Storer, Nikki Merritt, Carol Colquhoun, and Heather 

Gibbs.  Veteran and new volunteers are invited to assist next year.  Please watch for meeting dates in 

the fall. 

  The Yardville Heights PTA has donated a fine selection of books through this year's Bookfair 

programs.  Thank you for contributing to the growth of the library's collection! 

  Students can and should keep reading over the summer vacation.  Barnes & Noble Bookstore 

is again offering its program to read and record books between May 26 and Sept.7 to receive a free 

book and be entered in an autographed book sweepstakes.  The theme this summer is "Mythology;" 

and a winning entrant will receive a free autographed copy of the final Percy Jackson adventure, 

THE LAST OLYMPIAN. 

          Best summer reading wishes! 

          Sarah Gordon 

          Librarian  

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 Guidance  

Well, it’s the end of another successful year at Yardville Heights and the beginning of a fun-filled, 

relaxing summer.  Just like it is important to keep practicing math facts and reading to avoid the “summer 

slide” it is also important to practice our conflict resolution skills and strategies.  As the long days of 

togetherness begin to take a toll (usually mid August in my household), I expect there will be more than 

one occasion for the children to give a sibling an “I message”, walk away from an argument or practice 

ignoring an annoying brother or sister.  The WIN/WIN guidelines often come in handy in my house and I 

recommend that the kids continue to utilize the strategies they have learned this year so that in September 

we are ready to start another peaceful year at Yardville Heights Elementary School. 

 

    Enjoy the break and each other’s company! 
Mrs. Espenhorst  
School Counselor 

 Art News 
An end-of-the-year art event is in the making. Each class will present a song about a concept or an 

artist. Information about the concept or artist will be shared for the entire school to hear. Kindergarten 

will be sharing about the primary colors of red, yellow, and blue. First grade is learning about Jackson 

Pollock and his splatter paintings. Second grade is covering Claude Monet and his impressionistic works. 

Pablo Picasso and his modernistic work are the third grade's focus. Van Gogh is the artist that the fourth 

grade classes have been studying, and last but not least, the fifth graders have been singing to the music 

of the sixties with Andy Warhol as the Pop artist of that day.  

In the summer, continue to see the world through the eyes of an "artista". Maybe over vacation 

you might consider visiting an art museum as a family fun outing. Remember that the Princeton 

University Art Museum is free to the public. It houses art from all around the world, from antiquity to 

modern art. Take a big lunch and make a day of it. Have a wonderful summer and remember to share in 

September any experiences in art that you have had.  

Ms. Masterson 

                                                      Art Teacher 
 

School Newsletter Page 8  School Newsletter Page 8  School Newsletter Page 8  

 Physical Education 
We had a successful Field Day on April 27th here at Yardville Heights Elementary School.  It was 

a hot day but everyone had fun in the sun and enjoyed the great picnic.  During the summer be sure to 

stay active- at least 1 hour every day.  Be sure to wear your helmets when you are on wheels and always 

wear sunscreen.   

Have a safe and enjoyable summer! 

 



 

 

Nurse's Corner 
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 Nurse's Corner 
TIPS FOR A SAFE AND HEALTHY SUMMER 

BE SUN SMART. Always remember to use sun block whenever you are outdoors in the 

sun. The American Academy of Dermatology recommends that all school -age children use a 

sunscreen with an SPF of at least 45. Reapply as directed on the package. Use of sun block 

will not only prevent painful sunburn but also reduce chances of developing skin cancer, 

cataracts, and skin wrinkles. Wear a T-Shirt and hat in the sun. Avoid being out in the sun 

between the hours or 11AM and 3PM when ultraviolet rays are strongest and most damaging. 

DRINK PLENTY OF WATER, juice or sports drinks in hot weather. Dehydration occurs 

when your body loses more fluid than it takes in. This can happen to an active person in just 

15 minutes on a very hot day. A child can lose up to a quart of sweat during 2 hours of sports 

activity and can lead to dehydration, heat exhaustion and heat stroke. Warning signs of these 

conditions include: tiredness, drowsiness, dizziness, headache, vomiting, fast breathing and 

heart rate and high temperature. You can prevent heat related illness during sports activities 

by following this plan: 

4. Drink 12 ounces of fluid (about 24 gulps) 30 minutes before playing  

5. Drink 5 ounces (10 gulps) every 20 minutes during the activity if your weight is less 

than 90 pounds. Drink 18 gulps every 20 minutes if your weight is greater than 90 

pounds. 
  

Carol Schroeher, RN BSN 
Certified School Nurse 

 
 

 

 

 Nurse's Corner 
 

TIPS FOR A SAFE AND HEALTHY SUMMER 

 

BE SUN SMART. Always remember to use sun block whenever you are outdoors in the sun. The 

American Academy of Dermatology recommends that all school-age children use a sunscreen with an 

SPF of at least 45. Reapply as directed on the package. Use of sun block will not only prevent painful 

sunburn but also reduce chances of developing skin cancer, cataracts, and skin wrinkles. Wear a T-shirt 

and hat in the sun. Avoid being out in the sun between the hours or 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. when ultraviolet 

rays are strongest and most damaging. 

DRINK PLENTY OF WATER, juice or sports drinks in hot weather. Dehydration occurs when your 

body loses more fluid than it takes in. This can happen to an active person in just 15 minutes on a very 

hot day. A child can lose up to a quart of sweat during 2 hours of sports activity which can lead to 

dehydration, heat exhaustion, and heat stroke. Warning signs of these conditions include tiredness, 

drowsiness, dizziness, headache, vomiting, fast breathing and heart rate, and high temperature. You 

can prevent heat related illness during sports activities by following this plan: 

1. Drink 12 ounces of fluid (about 24 gulps) 30 minutes before playing.  

2. Drink 5 ounces (10 gulps) every 20 minutes during the activity if your weight is less than 90 

pounds. Drink 9 ounces (18 gulps) every 20 minutes if your weight is greater than 90 pounds. 

3. Drink something every 20 minutes during the first hour after playing. 

GET PLENTY OF EXERCISE. Studies have shown that active children are more likely to be active 

adults. Being active will lead to lifelong health and lessen the chances of developing heart disease, 

obesity, high blood pressure, diabetes, osteoarthritis, gallbladder disease, and certain types of cancer. 

Summer provides many opportunities to stay fit by engaging in such activities as swimming, biking, 

skating, basketball, soccer, etc. Limit sitting activities such as TV watching, computer use, and video 

games to no longer than 30 minutes at a time. 

EAT HEALTHY FOODS. Choose nutritious foods from the 5 food groups for meals and snacks. Be 

mindful of serving sizes. Limit sweets such as soda and candy. Fatty foods such as French fries, other 

fried foods, salad dressings, margarine, and butter should only be eaten in very small quantities. 

Beware of fast foods and super size meals. Be sure to eat 5 servings of fruits and/or vegetables a day. 

WEAR PROTECTIVE SPORTS GEAR. Protect your head and other body parts from serious injury 

while biking, skating, skateboarding, riding scooters, playing football etc. 

USE CAUTION IN WOODED AREAS. Avoid poison ivy, oak, and sumac. Wear light colored 

clothing with long sleeves, long pants, socks, shoes, and hats to protect against ticks. Tuck long pants 

into socks. Always do a body check including your scalp after camping, picnicking or playing in 

grassy or wooded areas.     

Best wishes to you all for a safe and healthy summer! 

Carol Schroeher, RN BSN 
Certified School Nurse 

 

 

Have a Safe and Happy Summer! 

 

Congratulations and Good Luck in Middle School to our 5
th

 Graders! 


