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The Yardville Heights Express Newsletter 

Dear Yardville Heights Family, 
 
It is amazing how quickly the school year is going! We are all looking 
forward to the change in weather. The students here at Yardville 
Heights continue to work hard at academics and to show good 
character. Once again, Hamilton Township is being recognized 
nationally as a district with character. We are proud of the activities 
we do here at Yardville Heights to create productive citizens. 
 
You are all cordially invited to attend the School Budget Hearing at 
Hamilton High North (Nottingham) on Monday, March 30th at 7 p.m. 
Come and learn about the budget process and all of the details that 
are included to benefit the students of Hamilton Township. Remember 
to go out and vote on April 21st between 2 p.m. and 9 p.m. 

 
As a reminder, please call our school nurse at 631- 2956 or the 
attendance line, which is option 4 when you dial 631-4171 when your 
child will be absent. Also, for your child‟s safety, please cross him/her 
at the crosswalk in the morning and after school. Please do not park or 
drop off students in the crosswalk or bus zone, or block private 
driveways. Also, do not park on the front lawn and then circle the 
tree. The traffic is currently digging holes in this area and destroying 
our lawn. This will be difficult to fix in the spring. Again, we just want 
to keep our students safe. 

 
There are many exciting events planned for the remainder of the 
school year. To keep updated on the great things happening at 
Yardville Heights School, please review our fliers and monthly 
calendars. I would like to thank the PTA for going “green” by getting 
our flyers out via e-mail. We are looking forward to your participation 
in all upcoming events! Thank you for your support! You are all an 
essential piece! 

 
Sincerely, 
Barbara Antonelli 

 
 

Principal’s Message 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Family Bowling Day 

March 29th, 11:30 a.m. 

 Luau Party 
April 3rd, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

 PTA Meeting  

April 20th, 6 p.m. 

 Field Day April 27th 

(Rain Date April 28th) 

 Trenton Thunder Game 
May 8th, 7:05 p.m. 

 PTA Meeting            

May 11th, 6 p.m. 

 4th Grade Spring Concert 

May 13th, 7 p.m. 

 Instrumental Music 
Concert May 18th, 7 p.m. 

 Strawberry Picking  

June 7th  Time TBD 
 

Rosa's Pizza Nights 

 April 27th 

 May 18th 

 

Spirit Wear Days 

 Mar. 27- "Madhat" Day 

 April 9- "Piece" Day 

(Tie-dye) 

 Apr. 24- Spirit Day (Black 
& Gold) 

 May 15- Spirit Day  

(Black & Gold) 

 May 29– Wacky Hair Day 

 June 5- Spirit Day  
(Black & Gold) 

 June 16- Tropical Day 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Don't forget the make-up snow days: 
April 17 (full day- regular dismissal) 

April 23 (one session day- 1:15 dismissal) 



 

 

 

 

Dear YHS Families, 
 
I am proud to be PTA President of such a great school. Aside from a wonderful staff, we have many 
great families at YHS! 
 
A special thanks to all of the parents that volunteered their time for the Scholastic Book Fair. It was a 
huge success and we could not have done so well without you. Remember a little help goes a long way.  
I hope that everyone has taken advantage of the Go Green initiative. We are saving the school tons of 
paper. If you have not already done so please send in your email address to yhspta@gmail.com to 
receive all of your fliers by email. Please take a look at our newly revamped website at 
http://hamiltonpta.com. In addition to a monthly calendar, the website also includes all PTA and 
school news. The PTA Family Events Committee is currently planning a Luau for early April. Join us for 
a fun night. Also, April 27th is Field day. Please volunteer for this fun and eventful day. It is a great way 
to give some time back to your child‟s school. Go Black & Yellow Teams! Congratulations to all of the 
children who participated in the Reflections Program and a special congratulations to Ashley Peoples 
for advancing to the next level of the contest. Last but not least, I am putting a comments and 
suggestion box in the foyer for your feedback. I would like to have your ideas to help our PTA be the 
best it can be. 
 
Happy Spring and I hope to see you at Field day. 
                                                             

Annette Werts 
PTA President 

 

YHS PTA Website 
The Yardville Heights PTA website is a growing resource designed to help students and their families 
keep up with all that is going on at Yardville Heights. The new PTA website committee has recently 
begun to update the website with much more information. Included at the website are: 
 

1. A frequently updated front page with information about our kids who have shown outstanding 

achievements, reminders about upcoming events, and dates when PTA forms are due back. 

2. A calendar listing school and PTA events for the remainder of the school year.  

3. Copies of flyers and forms that are sent or emailed home so that replacement flyers can be 

obtained as needed. 

4. Contact information for both school staff and the PTA. (Did you know that all teachers, as well 

as the office staff, nurse, and principal at YHS, have email to help us stay in better contact?) 

5. Information about the various PTA committees, meetings, and how to get involved with PTA 

events to help our kids get the most out of them. 

6. Helpful links to educational resources on the web. 

Please click on by to take advantage of all that the PTA website offers and don‟t forget to leave 
comments, questions or report bugs and glitches to the website committee. They want to make using 
the site as easy and helpful as possible. By the way, the website committee is still looking for 
volunteers with experience in web design to help keep the website running well. Contact Jill Morales 
at jillzie@ymail.com if you are interested in helping out. 
 

Online at http://hamiltonpta.com (the YHS link is on the left) 

or click through from the school website: http://www.hamilton.k12.nj.us 
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Our kindergarten students have been blossoming this spring. We will continue to review all letters, 
sounds, and high-frequency words until the end of the year. These are the essential steps to make 
sure that your children are ready to read and write at an independent level. In Math, we will 
continue to work on basic addition and subtraction facts as we solve each other‟s math stories. We 
will also be learning about money, time, and measurement before the end of the year. Please check 
out our Web page to stay up to date with all of the kindergarten action.   
 
Both kindergarten classes are looking forward to our upcoming events. They are excited about 
participating in Field Day and have been practicing for the day‟s events. Our students will be going 
on their first trip to the circus at the Sovereign Bank Arena in May. They have also been practicing 
for their performance at the end of the year during their Music lessons. They enjoy singing and 
dancing and can‟t wait for their time to shine! 
 
It is important to continue to work with your children throughout the summer on the skills they have 
learned to ensure that they are ready for next year. Your support and extra effort can really make a 
difference. 

 
 

Kindergarten News 

Spring is almost here and our first-graders are budding into bright, second graders! With the year more 
than half over, it is important for our students to be prepared and in full bloom for next year. 
 
Please remember to continue reading with your child for at least 30 minutes each day. Encourage your 
child to tell you their favorite part of the story, discuss their favorite character, and try making a 
personal connection. It is also important for your child to practice retelling stories. It is often helpful 
to have your child practice this skill by retelling the books they are most familiar with.   
 
During the spring, our little scientists will be raising butterflies in our classroom and learning about the 
life cycle of a butterfly, as well as making predictions and recording our observations.   
 
We are also looking forward to our class trip to the Great Adventure Safari Park on May 1st. It will be a 
wonderful opportunity to learn about animals and even get to see a few up close. 
 
As the weather continues to get warmer, please remember to dress your child appropriately for the 
classroom and recess.  Layers are always a great option!   
 
As always, please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns. 
 

First Grade News 

Second Grade News 
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The Second Grade classes are having a wonderful year! The students are all very happy to have completed 
their Terra Nova testing. They are busy refining their reading skills by using their reading strategies. The 
students write daily during our Writer‟s Workshop and are progressing nicely. They have been writing some 
wonderful stories using effective leads and closings! We have noticed an amazing difference in math skills 
since these students are in their second year. They really enjoy math and it is easy for them! We have just 
finished our dinosaur study and enjoyed the interesting reports the students shared with classmates. The 
past three months we have been busy learning about famous people who helped change our world. We are 
looking forward to our trip to the Philadelphia Zoo later this spring. 
 
Parents, please continue to check your child‟s homework every night, as well as empty their take home 
folder. There is often important information inside. A homework buddy for Math will ensure that your 
child masters new math skills. It would also be helpful for your child to practice addition and subtraction 
flash cards at home.                                                                                      

(continued on the next page) 

        

 



 

 

 

It‟s hard to believe that spring is already here. We just wrapped up our Dr. Seuss Read Across America 
celebration. We had a fun-filled week of literacy-based activities that highlighted the students‟ individual 
reading goals. We ended the week with a viewing of Horton Hears a Who and a visit from the Cat in the Hat, 
himself. The primary objective of the week was to build on this year‟s literacy goals.  
 
All the students have been showing growth in reading and should be reading a minimum of 15 minutes a 
night at home. Throughout the remainder of the year we will continue to focus on expanding literacy skills, 
particularly using writing to respond to literature. In the classroom we are using the laptops to strengthen 
their writing skills, along with the traditional pencil and paper. 
 
In math we have been studying 2 and 3-digit multiplication, standard measurement, and long division. YHS 
fourth and fifth grades will once again be participating in the Hamilton School District‟s Math 24 
tournament. Math 24 is a game that helps sharpen their basic math skills, so be sure that the students are 
studying their math facts each evening. 
 
We are rolling up our sleeves and getting our hands dirty in science. Our latest unit has us learning about the 
Earth and what it‟s made of. We started by taking apart mock rocks to learn about their composition. 
Students then used what they learned to test real rock and mineral samples.  
 
We are looking forward to a great second half with lots of great activities still to come. 

 

Fourth Grade News 
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Third Grade News 

It‟s hard to believe we‟re more than half way through the year already. We just finished celebrating Dr. 
Seuss‟s birthday all week with various activities such as door decorating, having guest readers, reading to 
Kindergarten, and participating in a school-wide “reading train”. 
 
In Literacy we are working on reading fiction and nonfiction stories. It is important to be able to retell 
stories in sequential order and constantly make connections from current stories to past stories and 
experiences. These skills can be practiced by reading leisurely each night. In Language we are working on 
several different types of writing, whether it‟s an entertaining story, an informative story or a persuasive 
story. It‟s important that each third grader‟s writing has a strong opening, specific details, and a strong 
closing. It‟s also important that each child makes sure to apply correct spelling patterns to his/her writing.  
We also started writing to our third grade pen pals at Lalor School! 
 
In Math we started multiplication and division. Students should be studying their basic facts each night. 
We also began a new Science program that focuses on the beach. In Social Studies, we study the 
significance of various holidays as well as studying the history of Hamilton Township, which will end with 
our Hamilton Township Tour at the end of the year. 
 
We just have a few reminders. Make sure to read and study basic Math facts nightly. Remember to clean 
out all folders and have agendas signed nightly. We look forward to seeing continued growth in our 
students as spring approaches. Keep up the hard work!  

 

(continued from the previous page) 
 
The students are enjoying learning cursive and are working very hard. Since we have learned all the lower 
case letters, try writing in cursive all the time! 
 
Your children are wonderful and we enjoy teaching them! 
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Our fifth-graders have been keeping quite busy these days. Along with the rest of the school, we celebrated 
Dr. Seuss‟ birthday with weeklong literacy activities. We enjoyed having Hope Benson share a favorite book 
involving „oobleck‟, the morning Seuss trivia, the door-decorating contest, and more!   
 
As writers, we‟ve practiced persuasive writing and most recently, speculative writing. Imaginations have 
been working overtime in creating some fictional writing with all the necessary narrative elements. Add to 
that some personal voice, figurative language, strong verbs, and the „show it, don‟t tell it‟ skill, and we‟ve 
seen some really great pieces! We‟ll continue to write every day in order to be as prepared as possible for 
the NJ ASK, which will take place in May.   
 
Our mathematicians have recently tackled long division, decimals, and a unit on geometry. The daily math 
challenge problem, which is often of middle school difficulty, is met with enthusiasm. These students are 
always up for the challenge! 
 
As scientists, we have explored the tiniest parts of our large world through the lens of the microscope. It 
was exciting to see things „larger than life‟. Included in this unit was the study of the structure and function 
of cells and cell parts. Our science fair projects were another great opportunity to learn from each other as 
students shared all their hard work related to their experiments. Great job! 
 
In social studies, we‟ve been exploring explorers themselves, some of the earliest individuals to land in the 
Americas. We‟ve been learning about their motivations, discoveries, and problems they encountered.  
Additionally, we‟ve been „keeping current‟ on our current events. The news topics covered by our class have 
made for many wonderful and informative classroom discussions!   
 
On a different note, we are very excited about some up-and-coming trips. We‟ve been brushing up on the 
background of knights, including the types of armor used and various weapons used in battle. Some 
familiarity will help us even further enjoy our afternoon of dining and jousting at Medieval Times. We can‟t 
wait to cheer on our knight! 
 
Finally, we would like to thank the parents serving on our planning committees. They have been working 
hard to ensure some memorable events for our students at the end of this year. Also, thanks to those of you 
who have supported us through our fundraisers. We truly appreciate it! 

 
 

 

 

MS. BISANZIO AND MRS. MYERS        
We are so ready to say goodbye to the snow and cold and say hello to springtime. The children have been 
working on developing good reading skills and math skills. They are enjoying their time spent in Ms. Vogt‟s 
class and Ms. Bernstein‟s class for Science and Social Studies. They have learned about transportation, 
landforms, dinosaurs, the scientific method, and the history of Hamilton Township.  In our class, we have 
been learning about famous African Americans and Women in History.   
 
We enjoyed our weeklong Read Across America celebration and wishing Dr. Seuss a happy birthday. Thank 
you to Mr. Osman for reading to us. He was a superb reader that had a captive audience. The Yardville 
Heights train was so much fun to read and ride. We enjoyed seeing all of the decorated doors. Everyone did 
a super job.   
 
Our March RIF activity was a lot of fun, too. We celebrated The Very Hungry Caterpillar‟s 40th Anniversary.  
The caterpillar mobiles we made look so cool. We can‟t wait for the warmer weather so we can go outside 
with Ms. Mull and Mrs. McRae‟s class to practice our social skills. Thanks to everyone who keeps giving to our 
class to make our learning environment so much better.   
 
Happy Spring! 
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Special Education News 

Fifth Grade News 



 

 

                                                                                               
We had a great kick off this year with an excited team 

ady to make a game plan! 
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MRS. MULL AND MRS. MCRAE                                                                                  
Remember those umbrellas, spring is here! With the end of the year approaching, we are working very 
hard preparing for the state testing, as well as becoming mature fifth and sixth graders. The children 
have enjoyed working with Ms. Oliver‟s class and Mrs. Herrington‟s class during Science and Social 
Studies. The fifth graders have enjoyed exploring objects with microscopes. The fourth graders had a 
wonderful time breaking apart rocks. In our class, we are working diligently to improve our writing. We 
will always remember the parts of the story and that adding detail gives our story character. Thanks, 
Mrs. Graziano! Hats off to everyone for their participation in Read Across America. Everyone‟s door was 
beautifully decorated. We enjoyed looking at all of them. We cannot wait for the sun and warmer 
weather so we can go outside with Ms. Bisanzio and Mrs. Myers class to practice our social skills. Thanks 
to everyone who has helped us grow a little more each day. 
 

Spring has sprung.  Enjoy! 

 

Resource Room 

Can you believe spring is here? Winter has come and gone and the resource room children have 
completed many challenging and fun activities. Our students are becoming familiar with the laptops. 
They enjoy learning on websites such as BrainPop, Starfall, and National Geographic. Various subjects 
are taught in an interactive way with tests or worksheets that are completed at the end of each 
lesson. The 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders have also completed a new math assessment on the laptops to 
target instruction for the NJ ASK. This program will help teachers to target areas of strengths and 
weaknesses for each child.  

The children have blossomed into great writers. The second graders have learned to write friendly 
letters, as well as narrative stories. The 4th and 5th graders are incorporating effective leads, strong 
verbs, suspense, and staying on topic throughout their writing pieces. Our goal is to have the children 
write and think like authors!  
  
Remember that testing is right around the corner for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade. We have some fun, 
motivational activities planned! Just a reminder- please check agenda and folders every night! 
  

Sincerely,          
      Mrs. Licciardello and Mrs. Besserman       

 
 

Special Education News 

MRS. PORCELLI, MRS. PREKOP & MS. LEON 
We have had a very exciting year so far!  Our class has learned how to dive into what we read, write with 
expression and organization and act like Math wizards!  The students are excited to see what we will be 
learning next. 
 
As the weather gets warmer we want to remind our students to keep working on their reading skills and 
getting to bed early.  They are doing very well remembering and using their reading strategies and 
understanding what they read.  A book a day will keep your minds growing.  We have been fortunate to 
have Mrs. G, our reading coach, come to our class to teach us how to expand our writing and make our 
stories even more exciting.  Look out for some amazing stories coming home in their folders. 
 
Math has been equally as exciting.  We are now learning how to do double digit subtraction and hope to 
be introduced to multiplication by the end of the year.  The students are enjoying math and using all of 
the math tools we have in the classroom. 
 
We want the students to remember that all three of us are very proud of them this year and we hope they 
will keep up the hard work! 

 

 



 

 

    
                                                                             

 
                                                   
 
 

 

Guidance 
 
WOW! Time sure is flying by. When I look back 
over the school year I feel very proud of all of the 
many ways we have promoted good character in 
our students. From the larger scope projects 
(food drives, UNICEF collection, Ryan‟s Quest, 
Election Day activities, etc.) to the daily 
reinforcement and use of the WIN/WIN guidelines, 
the students are embracing the character pillars 
and becoming peaceful, caring individuals. This 
month the 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders were invited to 
participate in the St. Jude‟s Math-a-Thon. I‟d like 
to thank those students that signed up and 
congratulate you on helping others while making 
your brains smarter in the process.   
 
I know times are tough and it‟s not possible to 
donate to every cause but we still can promote 
character education by following the simple rules 
of the FISH! Philosophy: make someone‟s day, 
choose a good attitude, be there, and play.  
 
Have a great Spring Break! 
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    Readers’ Corner 
Parents often ask us how they can help to build 
their children‟s literacy skills. The answer is a 
simple one: Talk to them. Conversation with 
your child helps to build vocabulary and 
language skills. Here are some things to talk 
about. 
 
1. Talk about everyday routines. 
Talk about the TV program they are watching. 
Ask about what they did in school. When they 
are playing a game, join in with them. 
 
2. Share Family Stories. 
Children like to hear stories about when their 
parents were young. This could help your child 
to talk about their own experiences and be 
ready to write stories about them. 
 
3. Read and talk about books. 
 After reading with your child, talk about how it 
connects to real life. Encourage your child to 
read to you. 
 
4. Discuss the news. 
Parents can spend time talking about what they 
saw or heard on the news. This will give 
children a better understanding of the world. 
      
    Dot Graziano 
    Betty Jane Mouton
    Reading Coaches 
 

 Physical Education 
As we move into spring, Physical Education 
classes move out of the gym and onto the fields 
at Yardville Heights Elementary School. All of 
the students and teachers are getting ready for 
Field Day. Field Day at Yardville Heights 
Elementary will be Monday, April 27th (Raindate 
April 28th). If you would like to volunteer, 
please contact your child's room mother. We 
can never have too many volunteers. 
  
Have a great spring!  

Mrs. Doherty and Mr. Shaltis 
Physical Education Teachers 

 

 

        Art News 
March marked the 29th Arts and Music Festival in 
Hamilton Township. Record numbers attended the 
opening on March 9, 2009. Allison Reed, a YHS 
fifth grader, was recognized for her talent in 
designing the cover for the brochure for the Arts 
Festival. A wonderful sampling of student art was 
on display for the entire month, for the entire 
community to enjoy. The talent and creativity of 
all of our students is to be applauded.  
We are continuing to make connections to our 
personal lives and the art from cultures all around 
the world. Perspective, for indoor and outdoor 
scenes, has been examined in our paintings. We 
have created abstract pictures in the style of 
Picasso. We look forward to making original books 
in a variety of styles in the spring. Our school has 
continued to be an art-centered school, 
encouraging self-expression through writing and 
art. 

Ms. Masterson 
                                             Art Teacher 

 



 

 

                                                                                        

SPORTS SAFETY RULES PARENTS SHOULD SHARE WITH THEIR CHILDREN 
 
As the warm weather approaches, many students will be participating in sports activities, 
either informally in their neighborhoods or as a member of an organized team. We all 
know sports can be lots of fun. Preventing sports injuries can certainly add to the 
enjoyment. No one likes to be on the sidelines due to an injury, especially one that could 
have been avoided. 
 
Here are 5 important ways to stay in the game: 
 

1. Always Wear the Correct Protective Gear required for your sport, such as a 
helmet, mouth guard, safety goggles, wrist, elbow, knee or shin guards, and other 
protective padding. Wear proper athletic shoes depending on the sport. 

2. Warm Up and Cool Down. Jog lightly. Then do some gradual stretching for 15 to 
30 minutes to increase blood flow and muscle temperature. Proper warm ups will 
decrease your chances of getting injured. 

3. Know the Rules of the Game. Following the rules and playing in accordance with 
them will result in fewer injuries. Understanding your role in the plays associated 
with your sport will help you stay out of harm‟s way. 

4. Watch Out for Others. Be courteous. Call for the ball when you‟re going for it. 
Tell another player if you see his/her laces untied. 

5. Don’t Play When You’re Injured. This is common sense. The injury will only get 
worse and take longer to heal, keeping you sidelined even longer. Always see a 
doctor when you are injured. Follow your doctor‟s advice about when to return to 
practice and play. 

-http://kidshealth.org 
 
  

Carol Schroeher, RN BSN 
Certified School Nurse 
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Teacher Appreciation Week begins May 4th 

Don't forget to let the teachers and staff know how 
much we appreciate all their hard work! 

 


