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Principal's Message 

 

Dear Yardville Heights Family, 

 Our school year is off to a wonderful start!  Students 

have been actively engaged in the learning process and 

participating in all different types of activities.  To highlight 

some of these activities, we had many students participate in 

the summer reading ice cream celebration, Fall Festival, 

Dance-a-thon, and Book Fair.  I would like to thank all of the 

people who have assisted in making these events successful.  

We also had an informative assembly titled, ―The Power of 

One,‖ which reinforced our anti-bullying program.  We will 

have a school assembly this month about the environment and 

what students can do to help save the Earth.   

 We hope to see you all at the Yardville Heights Barnes 

& Noble night at Hamilton Market Place on December 8th 

from 6-8 PM.  A portion of the proceeds from purchases made 

that evening will benefit our school.  We also hope to see you 

at the Winter Concert/PTA Meeting on December 15
th

 at 7 

PM.  Our Fourth Grade is hard at work to ensure this concert 

is a memorable one.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

 As a reminder, please call our school nurse at 631-

4171, extension 2956 when your child will be absent.  For 

your child’s safety, please cross him/her at the crosswalk in 

the morning and after school.  Please do not park or drop off 

students in the crosswalk or block driveways in the 

neighborhood.  We just want to keep our students safe. 

 With the holidays quickly approaching, when 

considering gifts please consider purchasing books or games 

that engage students’ minds in the world of reading.  Take 

time on inclement weather days to share a good book with 

your child(ren).   

I would like to wish all of you a happy and healthy 

holiday season. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Antonelli 
 

 

Don't Forget! 
 1:15 p.m. Dismissals: Nov. 25

th 
& Dec 23

rd
 

 Thanksgiving Recess: Nov. 26 – 27 

 Winter Break: Dec. 24
th

 – Jan. 1
st
 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 Grandparent Visitation 

Nov. 25
th
 9 a.m. 

 School Picture Retakes 

Dec. 3
rd

  

 Holiday Shopping Dec. 

5
th
  

 Barnes & Noble Night 

Dec. 8
th
  

 4
th
 Grade Winter 

Concert- Dec. 15
th
  

7 p.m. 

 General PTA Meeting 

Dec. 15
th
 7 p.m. 

 PTA Holiday Dinner 

Dec. 17
th
 6 p.m.  

 Holiday Movie Night! 

Dec. 18
th
  

Family Dinner Nights 
 Nov. 24

th 
5 - 8 p.m. Dairy 

Queen 

 Jan. 25
th
 5 - 8 p.m. 

Chick-fil-A 

Spirit Wear Days 
 Dec. 8

th
- Wear  

P.J.s Day 

 Dec. 18
th
 - Wear Black & 

Gold 

 Dec. 23
rd

 - Wear Winter 

Holiday Colors 
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PTA President's Message 
 

As everyone gets ready for winter with cozy blankets and hot chocolate, the PTA is 

busily preparing for our annual Holiday Shop. Please join us for lunch and holiday shopping on 

Saturday, December 5
th

 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Presents range in price from 25 cents to 10 

dollars. Wrapping paper and supplies will be on hand to make your goodies look festive and food 

will be served. Who knows? Maybe even jolly ol' St. Nick will stop by. 

YHS Night at Barnes & Noble will take place on December 8
th

 from 6 to 8 p.m. Put on 

your comfiest P.J.'s, enjoy story time, and browse the bookshelves for holiday books.  

On Tuesday, December 15
th

 the PTA's second general meeting will take place at 7 p.m. 

before the 4
th

 Grade Holiday Concert. Maestro Seaman and the 4
th

 Graders have been filling the 

halls of YHS with the beautiful sounds of holiday music, so the show will be sure to please. 

Take a break from the hustle and bustle to join us for Holiday Movie Night on Friday 

December 18
th

. Refreshments and light snacks will be served.  

The PTA will also be distributing the Joe Corbi's fundraiser in December with delivery 

expected in January (just in time for the Super Bowl). Joe Corbi's sells delicious frozen food kits 

that are easily assembled and popped into the oven to serve to family and guests alike. 

Watch for other upcoming events in emails and flyers that come home or check us out online at 

YHSPTA.com. 

     

Annette Werts, PTA President 

 

 

YHSPTA Accountant: Ernest W. Barany, (ewb558@aol.com) 

The PTA would like to extend a Special Thank You to our accountant, Ernest W. Barany, 

for so graciously donating his time and expertise to complete the PTA 2008 – 2009 taxes and 

charitable registration pro-bono.   

It is so comforting when our local community members take the time to support the 

efforts of the PTA. 
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Three Questions about the PTA 
 

1. Why does the PTA run fundraisers and how is that money used? 

 
The PTA runs fundraisers to finance activities and supplies that are not covered by 

money from the state and township. Along with Family Events designed to foster community 

spirit and offer kid-friendly activities at little or no cost to families, the PTA also pays for busses 

for field trips, educational assemblies, new library books, student agendas, snacks during breaks 

on testing days, student rewards for summer reading, supplies for Track and Field Day, the 5th 

grade picnic and graduation ceremony, the kindergarten graduation, and a yearly scholarship to a 

former YHS student who plans to pursue higher education. 

 

2. Why go green: emails vs. flyers?  

 
Full page flyers from school use 160 pieces of paper- that's even with flyers going home 

one per family and half the school using the email option. Reducing the number of paper flyers 

saves money and trees, and taking a moment to share this decision with your children helps them 

learn both conservation of natural resources and smart money use. On top of that, emails are 

much harder to misplace while trying to manage a busy family's time and they can't be left at 

school or lost on the way home. To sign up for emails from the PTA, email 

YHSPTA@gmail.com.  

 

3. Why volunteer when my life is already so busy? 

 
Many hands lighten the load. With all the activities that the PTA provides to benefit the 

YHS Community, there is just too much for the Executive Board and Committee Chairs to do 

alone. By taking even one hour of your time to help out at a PTA activity you enable us to do 

more for our YHS kids, families, teachers, and staff by allowing those who serve in more formal 

PTA positions the time to organize PTA events and keep up with the needs of their own busy 

families. Volunteers are always needed! To find out what events need volunteers, watch for 

flyers/emails home or visit us online at YHSPTA.com. 

 

Have a question about the PTA? Email YHSPTA@gmail.com and see it answered in the 

next newsletter.

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:YHSPTA@gmail.com
mailto:YHSPTA@gmail.com
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News from the Staff 
Guidance  

    

If you could change something about your life, would you?  I was pondering this as I 

watched multiple commercials for the upcoming holiday movie, A Christmas Carol.  

Ebenezer Scrooge flashes back on his life and sees what was, what is, and what will 

be if he does not change his ways.  Too often we get caught up in the routine and stress of ―life‖ 

and forget to ―live.‖  Like Scrooge there are times that we may be selfish, ungrateful, and unkind 

because we are too busy to stop and think how our actions may be affecting others.  

Here at Yardville Heights we are teaching the children to be sensitive to others’ feelings 

and needs by being ―bucket-fillers‖.  By sharing a kind word, deed or smile the students can fill 

someone’s bucket and make his or her day.  We are also reaching out to help those less fortunate 

through our UNICEF collection (thank you!), Thanksgiving food drive, and winter 

hat/glove/scarf collection.  By helping others and showing good character, the children fill their 

own buckets as well. 

This holiday season, take time to slow down and fill someone’s bucket by sharing the 

most important gift of all… you. 

Peace, 

Mrs. Espenhorst   

Nurse's Corner 
  

 

QUESTIONS PARENTS ARE ASKING ABOUT SWINE FLU (H1N1) 
                                              By Colleen Hanson RN, CSN 

 

1. Can a person receive the regular flu shot and the H1N1 Flu shot at the same time? 

According to the CDC (Centers for Disease Control), the answer is ―yes.‖ 

2. Should a person get the Swine Flu (H1N1) shot if they are not sure whether they have 

had the Swine Flu?   

According to the CDC, the answer is ―yes,‖ if your doctor recommends it. Your doctor 

knows your history the best. Getting the Swine Flu shot will not be harmful, even if you 

have had Swine Flu.        

3. What is the recommended interval between the first and second dose for children 9 

years old and younger? CDC recommends that the two doses of H1N1 vaccine be 

separated by 4 weeks. However, 3 weeks is also an acceptable alternative. 
 

As we have been hearing since last Spring, preventative measures against H1N1 Infection 

are important to follow. These include vaccination, proper hand washing, covering your cough, 

cleaning countertops and doorknobs with regular household cleaning products/disinfectants, 

separating the sick from the healthy and not returning to work or school until you are fever free 

for 24 hours without fever-reducing medication.  
 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2009). Questions & Answers Novel H1N1 

Influenza. Retrieved from www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu. 
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Resource Room 

 Our students have been busy reading and writing this quarter! The third and fourth 

graders published a Personal Narrative that was presented and shared with their 

classmates.  In the Resource Room we are reinforcing and enhancing current skills 

taught in their grade level classroom. This enables our students to develop and refine 

grade level skills. 

The holidays are here and it is a busy time for us all. Please remember to check your 

child’s agenda nightly for upcoming tests and assignments. 

Thank you for being our partners in learning. 

Mrs. Bertothy  and  Mrs. Licciardello 

Reading Coach's Corner 
         

This year your child is involved in a new writing program at Yardville Heights 

School. During Writer’s Workshop, the students learn about good writing craft and 

ways to develop an interesting story. You can help with this effort. Some of the 

things you can do include: 

 

1. Writing with your child—He/she will learn a lot about writing by watching you write. Talk 

to your child about your writing and show them that writing has many uses. 

2. Hang a family message board in the kitchen. You can write notes to your child on it.  

3. Help your child write notes or emails to relatives and friends to thank them for gifts or just 

share some thoughts. 

4. Turn your child’s writing into books. Make a cover and include the story inside. 

5. Ask your child about what they he/she is doing in Writer’s Workshop! 

 

Dot Graziano, Literacy Coach 

Math Coach's Corner 
  

10 Ways to Boost Your Child’s Math Success 

 

1. Make sure she understands the concepts. Talk to your child’s teacher to find out 

how you can help her better understand math problems. 

2. Be around to refresh his memory or explain forgotten concepts. 

3. Review math vocabulary to ensure she can define the skills she is learning. 

4. Approach word problems together.  Draw a picture of each problem to help visualize it. 

5. Check that your child is doing homework carefully to reinforce what was taught in school. 

6. Help him see that math is very much a part of everyday life (ex: sale prices, making change, 

sports statistics, etc.).  Make the connections! 

7. Point out that many jobs require math.  Help your child see that math leads to many exciting 

career opportunities!   

8. Play games that help children develop math skills (board games, games that keep score, 

counting games – jump rope, hopscotch, etc.). 

9. Encourage your child to use calculators and computers to further learning. 

10. Be positive!  Your feelings will have an impact on how your child thinks about math. 

 

Michele Hartpence, Math Coach 
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Librarian's Corner 

 

 NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
  

BIRTHDAY BOOKS were sold again at Back to School Night on September 22.  Parents 

gave $10.00 donations for selected books that recorded their children's names and birthdates.  A 

total of $60.00 was raised to help increase the library's collection.   

  October 20th marked the library's first ROCK N' READ EVENT.  Organized by Mrs. 

Lisa Rubino, Library Volunteer Chairperson, all grade levels had a chance to dance, earn prizes, 

and have fun during gym class times.  Disc Jockey MICKEY G. donated his time and 

entertainment feats to promote this dance-a-thon which raised $950.00 (to be used for the 

purchase of library books).  Thank you to everyone who participated and showed support. 

 

 

 

       
Mickey G & Mrs. Rubino    Dance-a-thon 2009   

 

 

 

The October Bookfair gave the library some nice new selections through PTA and parent 

donations.   

   

The library's automated circulation system is in its second successful year of operation.  

Thank you to the parent volunteers who are helping with library circulation and maintenance. 

  

Please watch for future postings of library happenings that promote the joy of reading. 

  

Mrs. Gordon, Library Teacher  
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Classroom News  

Kindergarten News 
Mrs. Feeney and Ms. Gerhauser 

The kindergarten classes have blasted off this year.  They have been learning so many 

new things.  During our language arts lessons, the children have been practicing their letters, 

sounds, and high frequency words.  They are already becoming fine ―Kid Writers.‖  Remember 

to read and write with your child every day!  Practice at home with your letter/sound cards and 

high frequency flashcards.    

In math, they have already worked on extending and describing patterns, and they have 

started learning their numbers.  Spanish lessons have started, and the children are excellent 

translators.  The children have also learned about living things during our science lessons.  Social 

Studies lessons have been teaching the children about the upcoming holidays and the children’s 

emerging self-identity at home and at school.   

Please remember to pack a snack every day, even if your child is buying lunch.  Snack 

time is in the morning and helps to shorten the time before lunch.  Library books for Ms. 

Gerhauser’s class should be returned on Wednesdays and Mrs. Feeney’s are due on Fridays.  

Folders should be brought to school daily.  The folders are a quick and easy way to communicate 

important information between school and home.  You should check our school website and our 

teacher pages for additional information and helpful links.        

We would also like to thank all of the room parents for making our Halloween party a 

wonderful success.  We are looking forward to a fantastic year!  

 

First Grade News 
Mrs. Dileo and Mrs. Fuller 

We’ve had a great start to the 2009-2010 school year. Our first graders have been 

working hard to increase their sight vocabulary and begin to read simple stories. We’ve been 

doing lots of ―word work‖ this year. Our students love to work in independent centers! 

We recommend reading 30 minutes each day with your child. These 30 minutes should 

be a mixture of you reading to your child and your child reading to you. (Decodable books are a 

great way for your child to read to you! We recommend that you save these books as they come 

home to create a library for your child.)  

Don’t forget to ask your child questions about the books they are reading. In 

Kindergarten students learned how to summarize stories – in first grade we focus on retelling 

stories. You can practice this at home with your child by asking what happened at the beginning, 

middle and end of the stories. Encourage your child to use the character’s names when retelling 

the stories – and to include important details. 

We were very pleased with the turnout for the Parent Sessions and hope it was beneficial 

for all who attended! Two more sessions are planned for January so keep your calendars open!  

We are excited to begin having parent volunteers in our classroom for Kid Writing. Our 

students really enjoy writing and look forward to sharing their stories with the class. 

In math, we have been working on number sense, addition and subtraction.  We’ll be 

putting all of this learning to great use as we begin to work on word problems. Students may 

need extra support with their math homework in the near future, as they work to solve these 

written problems. 

       Continued On Next Page 
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        Continued From Previous Page  

Here are just a few reminders: 

1. Please remember to send your child’s lunch/snack/milk money in an envelope with 

his/her name to avoid confusion. 

2. Please make sure your child wears sneakers on Tuesday, so that they are dressed 

appropriately for gym. 

3. Please remember library books are due back on Mondays for library circulation. 
  

As always, please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns. CDileo or LFuller 

@hamilton.k12.nj.us 

 

Second Grade News 
Ms. Mehedin and Ms. Pizzullo  

Wow, we are really off to a great start this year!  We are working hard to become great 

readers and writers.  We wrote great creative writing stories when we designed our own 

monsters!  We are forming great habits by completing our homework each night and always 

doing our best work in class.  Our trip to Safety Town was exciting.  We had the opportunity to 

ride bikes and practice bicycle safety.  The tour of the police station was interesting and 

informative.   We enjoyed the Fall Festival and our Halloween Parade.  Math is always fun.  We 

are learning our Math facts and becoming skilled at solving word problems.  We even learned 

some Geometry already!   We collected money for Unicef to help other children who are less 

fortunate than us.  In Science we are learning about the Solar System, and we wrote our planet 

reports.   We are really becoming shining stars! 

  Parents, please make sure you are reading your child's agenda each night and checking 

the homework folder.  It is important that your child has a homework buddy for Math.  Please 

continue to practice math facts at home.  Flashcards are a great, quick and easy resource for 

maintaining this skill.  Try to read every night with your child, even if it is only 15 minutes.   If 

you can have your child count their own lunch money it is a great daily practice for mastery of 

money skills.  If your child packs a lunch, there are other ways they can practice counting 

money.   

                 As always, thank you for your support! 

 

Third Grade News 
Mrs. Porada and Mrs. Vecchiolla 

Third grade has been very busy so far this year! In Reading, we’re reading from our 

anthology as well as working in small groups for centers and guided reading. In Writer’s 

Workshop, we’re finishing up our personal narratives and beginning short stories. We’re also 

writing everything in cursive now. In Math, we’re studying comparison word problems and 

continuing to write our fact of the day by our names. We’re studying the beach in Science and 

working on Thanksgiving projects in Social Studies. 

It is important that students practice their basic facts and read books on their independent 

DRA level nightly. Parents should continue to sign their child’s agenda and empty out the ―Keep 

Home‖ side of each folder in the binder every night. It is also important that children wash their 

hands before and after meals, cough or sneeze into their arm, and stay home if they are sick. 

Students may bring, but not share, hand sanitizer with written parent permission. 
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Fourth Grade News 
Ms. Herrington and Mr. Liberman 

It’s hard to believe it is December already. Fall has flown by in the Fourth Grade!  We’d 

like to take this opportunity to welcome our new fourth graders, Xianna Caban, Indiana Guzman, 

Alessandra Lopez, Justin Salas, Brandon Smith, and Rebecca Velez to the Yardville Heights 

family.   

We have done many literacy-based activities already this year. The students have recently 

completed their first reading contract. These contracts allow them to practice their reading skills 

and strategies at their independent reading level. We are also implementing a new writer's 

workshop program. To date we have worked on the writing process, how to generate ideas, 

writing responses to literature, and personal narratives.  Please encourage your child to read at 

home daily. 

In math, we have reviewed all of the multiplication and division facts the students will 

need for the multiple digit multiplication and long division later in the year.  Students should 

continue to practice these facts every day to increase their speed of recall.  We are wrapping up a 

mini-unit in geometry before we turn our attention to addition and subtraction.  

Our budding scientists have been exploring the metric system, as well.  Through hands-

on investigation, they are learning to measure length, mass, volume, and temperature.  Soon we 

will be starting the Earth Materials module. 
 

Fifth Grade News 
Mrs. Burley and Ms. Oliver 

Our ―senior‖ students here at YHS have been off to a busy start.  If you were to ask any 

one of them, they would probably tell you the same thing they’ve told us – ―I can’t believe the 

first marking period is over already.  It feels like school just started!‖ 

As readers, so many of our fifth graders have been eager to read whatever they can get 

their hands on.  Please continue to encourage your child to read as much and as often as possible.  

Any material from any genre will work, from novels to newspapers!  Whenever possible, share a 

discussion about what was read! 

Our writers have their "pencils to the paper".  They have taken to the idea of keeping a 

Writer’s Notebook, a place to record all of their ideas for future writings.  The students have also 

been practicing the writing genres of personal narrative and personal essay.  Sound similar?  Ask 

them to differentiate. 

Utilizing Math Expressions, our mathematicians have wrapped up a unit on 

multiplication and division as well as a mini-unit on perimeter and area.  We have just begun to 

tackle addition and subtraction with whole numbers and decimals.  For additional support, please 

visit www.eduplace.com.   

Our inquisitive students studied the scientific method through various mini-experiments.  

They hypothesized which of two objects would hit the ground first after gathering information on 

the properties of each object.  They also completed a unit of study on animals, classifying 

vertebrates and invertebrates by phylum.  Laptops were used to supplement these studies by 

providing an opportunity for further research. 

And finally, social studies has taken us back thousands of years to the inhabitants of the 

Early Americas.  As for the here and now, students have been reporting on current events.  The 

topics of these presentations have made for valuable classroom discussions.  Talk to your child 

about what’s new in the news.    

http://www.eduplace.com/
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Special Education News 

 

Ms. Bizanzio & Mrs. Hom 

 

Another year has come to start and we are ready to do our part!  Go Shining Stars in 

Room 6! 

We would like to welcome all of our new students and parents to our classroom family. I 

would also like to welcome Mrs. Hom as our new classroom assistant.  The children have been 

zooming right into learning.  We are working on reading skills, improving DRA levels and 

practicing various strategies to become good readers.  We have been learning about different 

ways to write and express ourselves during Writer’s Workshop.   In math, we are working on 

mastering facts, measurement and word/story problems.  The kids are also doing Second Step 

and various activities that focus on Character Education.  

The children are participating in all Science and Social Studies classes/activities along 

with their appropriate grade level.  We appreciate Ms. Pizzullo and Mrs. Vecchiolla for 

welcoming us.      

Parents, please make sure that you check your child’s folder/agenda daily.  Also, sign and 

return any paperwork and empty out the ―Leave Home‖ side.  Please make sure homework 

comes back to school the following day.  As always, we thank you for all your support. 
 

We wish you all a very happy holiday season. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Mull & Mrs. McRae 

 

Watch out for ―Where the Wild Things Are‖ in Ms. Mull and Mrs. McRae’s classroom.  

We are delighted to have such unique students in our classroom that are looking to achieve to 

their best ability.  The students have been working on personal narratives, and various math and 

comprehension skills.  The students have really enjoyed being hands-on and working 

independently in centers. 

All of the students looked spectacular at the Halloween Parade!  We had a lot of fun 

dressing up and participating in all of the fun activities planned that day.  Thanks to all the 

parents that attended to support their children! 

Another event that the students really enjoyed was the Dance-a-Thon.  All of the students 

enjoyed DJ Mickey and the music.  We were really glad that we could all help in raising money 

to get additional books for our library.  We also enjoyed our pizza party, thanks to the PTA!   

We look forward to working with Ms. Herrington’s class and Ms. Oliver’s class.  The 

students enjoy working with Ms. Herrington’s class and Ms. Oliver’s class during Science and 

Social Studies.  We appreciate them for welcoming us into their classrooms! 

We would like to wish each and every one of you a successful year!  We would like to 

thank all that have welcomed us to their classrooms so that we can share in their learning.  Also, 

a big thank you goes out to our PTA for all that they do!  Go Huskies!! 
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Mrs. Porcelli & Mrs. Prekop 

 

The boys in room 16 are working hard so far this year!  They have been reading books 

every day and are learning how to write amazing stories.  We have also been talking about 

animals and staying healthy in science, and have learned how to read maps in Social Studies.  

We have even won a pizza party from the PTA for having 100% participation in the Dance-A-

Thon, which helped raise money for our school library.  Thank you all for the donations! 

As the year progresses, we will be doing even more reading in our classroom.  It is 

important to read every day so that our reading skills can be perfected.  If you have a moment, 

read a book to your child or have them read one to you.  You might be surprised at how much 

your children know about books.  Writing stories will also be one of our main goals as the year 

moves along.  We will be writing fiction stories and personal narratives.  Look for samples of 

these writing assignments in your child’s folder.  We can’t wait to show off what we will be 

learning! 

As always, please remember to check your child’s folder daily, and review the homework 

with them.  This year is off to a great start, and we hope see even more exciting things being 

produced from room 16 in the months to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a Safe and Happy Thanksgiving! 


